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PREFACE. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

I  have,  the  honour  to  submit  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  on  the 

Health  of  the  Borough. 

The  present  Report  makes  no  pretensions  to  literary  effect.  It 
is  intended  to  present  as  briefly  as  is  compatible  with  supplying  the 
necessary  information,  the  actual  present  condition  of  the  Borough 
in  matters  affecting  the  Public  Health,  so  far  as  the  activities  of  your 
respective  Committees  have  this  in  their  purview. 

Consideration  of  the  following  pages  will  show  both  our  weakness 
and  our  strength  in  respect  of  the  Health  of  the  community  ;  but  this 
is  the  purpose  of  a  Report,  and  it  is  on  the  weaknesses  that  we  must 
redouble  our  efforts. 

I  wish  again  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittees,  the  Heads  of  other  Departments,  and  my  entire  Staff,  Office _ 
Out-Door  and  Hospital,  for  their  continued  co-operation  and  support. 

I  am, 


Poole,  February,  1927. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

R.J.MAULE  HORNE. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  Borough.  7.964  acres  (121  square  miles),  not  including 
2,220  acres  (31  square  miles)  of  tidal  waters  and  foreshore. 


Population  :  (a)  As  at  Census  of  1/4/1921  ...  43,649 

(b)  Estimated  by  Registrar-General  as 

at  1/6/1926  ...  ...  49,160 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  :  ( Census ,  1921)  ...  9,044 

Number  of  Houses  completed  since  Census  :  ...  2,256 

Number  oj  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921)  :  10,350 

Rateable  Value :  ...  ...  ...  £284,592 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate:  ...  ...  £1,186 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

The  Borough  of  Poole  occupies  the  extreme  South-East  corner 
of  the  County  of  Dorset,  and  is  the  largest  Town  in  the  County. 
The  extreme  width  from  East  to  West  is  about  7  miles,  and  from 
North  to  South  about  4  miles. 

The  plateau  of  Parkstone  and  Branksome  behind  the  older 
parishes  of  Poole,  Longfleet  and  Hamworthy,  rises  sharply  at  Con¬ 
stitution  Hill  and  Newtown  in  the  West,  and  continues  East  to 
Canford  Cliffs,  Branksome  Park,  and  the  Eastern  boundary  of  the 
Borough,  which  is  also  the  County  Boundary  between  Dorset  and 
Hampshire. 

As  to  geological  formation,  the  parish  of  St.  James  is  situated 
in  alluvium  ;  that  of  Hamworthy  on  valley  gravel,  Bagshot  beds  and 
plateau  gravel.  Sandbanks  is  of  blown  sand.  In  Parkstone  and 
Branksome,  the  geological  stratum  is  mainly  the  Bagshot  beds  of 
sand,  brick-earth,  pipe-clay,  and  lignite,  with  many  pockets  of 
plateau  gravel.  The  Reading  beds,  lying  below  the  above-mentioned 
strata,  separate  them  from  the  chalk,  which,  although  it  comes  to 
the  surface  a  few  miles  North  of  the  town,  does  not  outcrop  within 
the  Borough. 

The  extensive  enclosed  waters  of  the  Harbour,  sheltered  them¬ 
selves  by  the  Purbeck  Hills,  exert  a  controlling  influence  on  the 
temperature,  rendering  the  surrounding  areas  cool  in  summer  and 
tempering  the  cold  in  winter.  Hence  the  Town  escapes  many  of  the 
damp  sea  mists  to  which  the  coast  line  is  subject. 

The  dependability  of  its  general  climatic  conditions  is  now  being 
more  fully  recognised,  and  the  Town  is  rapidly  increasing  in  popu¬ 
larity  as  an  all-the-year -round  Health  Resort,  especially  by  people 
who  have  spent  many  years  in  tropical  or  sub-tropical  countries. 

An  abundance  of  pine  wnods  serves  to  maintain  and  to  enhance 
the  value  of  an  equable  climate,  and  to  give  the  district  a  high  claim 
as  a  recuperative  centre  for  those  liable  to  Bronchitis  aad  Asthma. 

The  quite  exceptional  rate  of  development  which  has  been  a 
marked  feature  of  the  last  five  years  also  unfortunately  brings  with 
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it  the  threat  of  diminution  of  the  pine-clad  areas.  It  should  there¬ 
fore  be  the  desire  and  the  practice  of  every  owner  of  ground  in  the 
Borough — and  the  Corporation  itself  is  a  land-owner — to  see  that  no 
tree  be  sacrificed  where  this  can  reasonably  be  avoided,  knowing  that 
the  Town  will  be  for  ever  the  poorer.  The  Hills  and  the  Harbour 
may  be  said  to  defy  time  ;  but  if  Poole  will  maintain  its  pride,  it 
must  preserve  its  pines. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  Town  is  31  inches.  In  1921,  an  ex¬ 
ceptionally  dry  year,  the  total  year’s  rain  of  18.2  inches  fell  on  119 
days.  In  1925,  an  exceptionally  wet  year,  rain  fell  on  170  days,  and 
amounted  to  44.9  inches.  In  1926,  the  total  fall  was  36.15  inches, 
the  wettest  month  being  November,  when  9.91  inches  were  recorded. 

The  average  annual  sunshine  is  1,715  hours,  and  the  mean  sum¬ 
mer  and  winter  temperatures  differ  only  by  1 1.8  degrees. 


LOCAL  CONDITIONS,  OCCUPATIONS  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

There  is  no  definitely  industrial  "  Zone  ”  in  the  Town,  except 
inasmuch  as  trade  seeks  sea-borne  or  rail-borne  facilities.  The 
Pottery,  Brick  and  Tile  industries  locate  themselves  where  the 
appropriate  natural  material  offers  itself.  A  portion  of  the  Borough 
still  retains  a  semi-rural  character,  but  building  developments 
are  rapidly  changing  the  aspect. 

Industrial  employment  is  found  chiefly  in  the  Pottery,  Brick - 
Earthenware  and  Tile  manufactures,  the  engineering  trades,  build' 
ing  and  associated  trades,  timber  yards,  fishing  and  dock  labouring. 
Gas  Works,  etc.  At  the  Branksome  end  of  the  Borough  a  consider¬ 
able  element  of  the  residcnters  find  employment  in  the  neighbouring 
County  Borough  of  Bournemouth. 

Unskilled  labour — quayside  and  general — forms  a  larger  per¬ 
centage  than  is  desirable.  A  low  wage-earning  capacity  militates 
against  an  improved  social  standard — with  consequent  hardsliips  in 
health  and  in  disease. 


UNEMPLOYMENT  AND  RELIEF. 

During  the  five  years  prior  to  1926,  the  average  number  of 
unemployed  was  1179,  938,  626,  366  and  361  respectively — a 
gradual  heartening  outlook  from  the  depressing  year  1921  with  its 
great  industrial  unrest.  The  year  just  ended,  with  an  unemploy¬ 
ment  average  of  625,  reflects  the  renewed  restlessness  in  the  in¬ 
dustrial  world  ;  and  sets  the  Town  back  to  the  state  of  unemploy¬ 
ment  of  1923. 
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The  monthly  figures  for  1926  were  : — 


January  ...  ...  686 

February  ...  ...  707 

March  ...  ...  541 

April  ...  ...  494 

May  ...  ...  713 

June  ...  ...  627 

July  ...  ...  437 

August  ...  ...  498 

September  ...  ...  586 

October  ...  ...  734 

November  ...  ...  852 

December  ...  ...  625 


The  Board  of  Guardians  were  at  the  end  of  1926  affording  relief 
in  some  form  to  1,206  individuals,  as  compared  with  1,182  in  1925. 


PUBLIC  PARKS  AND  OPEN  SPACES. 


Apart  from  the  extensive  and  picturesque  sands  and  sea-front, 
the  Borough  is  well  supplied  with  open  spaces,  which  act  as  “  lungs” 
for  the  use  of  the  general  public.  These  are  : — 

Poole  Park  ...  ...  42  acres 

Ladies’  Walking  Field  ...  9 

Wimborne  Road  ...  ...  13 

Longfleet 
Constitution  Hill 
Parkstone  Park 
Jubilee  Road 
Alexandra  Park 
Compton  Acres 
Lilliput 
Canford  Cliffs 

Branksome  Park  and  Chine 
Sandbanks 
Hamworthy 

Through  the  munificence  of  Alderman  H. 

Mayor,  a  field  in  the  Bourne  Valley  area,  primarily  intended  for 
juvenile  organised  games,  and  in  sympathy  with  the  National 
Playing  Fields’  Movement,  has  been  presented  to  the  Borough. 

In  the  Public  Parks  there  are  three  bowling  greens,  13  grass  and 
four  hard  tennis  courts,  in  addition  to  facilities  for  football,  cricket, 
hockey,  sports  meetings  and  boating. 


1 

7 

3 

3 

4 

7 
2 
31 
12 
3U 
12 
34 1 


S.  Carter,  the  present 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births 


Male 

Legitimate.  444 
Illegitimate.  20 


Female  Total 

381  825 

16  36  . 


Birth  Rate  17.5 
per  1,000  of 
population. 
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Deaths  : 

Total  Deaths.  553.  General  Death  Rate  :  11.25  per  1,000  of 

population. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  :  9.45  per  1,000  of 
population. 

Maternal  Deaths.  Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  childbirth  : — 

(a)  from  Sepsis  :  Nil 

(b)  from  other  causes  :  3 

Infantile  Deaths,  or  deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births 

(a)  Legitimate  :  42.  Rate  :  50.9  \  Combined. 

(b)  Illegitimate  :  4.  Rate  :  111.1  J  rate  53.4 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  :  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  :  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2)  7 

The  following  statistics  are  based  on  the  Registrar-General’s 
estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-year,  1926 — of  49,150  inhabitants. 

The  Birth-Rate  was  17.5  per  1000  of  the  population.  For  the 
country  as  a  whole  the  rate  was  17.8.  The  greater  Towns  and 
County  Boroughs  have  a  higher  average  of  18.2,  that  for  smaiier 
towns  being  17.6 

The  Infantile  Death  Rate.  This  is  discussed  in  detail  in  the 
section  of  the  Report  dealing  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
The  rate  of  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  has  fallen  from  71.7  in  1925, 
to  53.4.  For  the  whole  country  it  was  70. 

The  Marriage  Rate.  For  the  year  1926  this  was  16.3  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

The  rate  for  the  last  five  years  has  been  16.7,  16.3,  17.6,  17.3 
and  16.7  so  that  the  proportion  remains  more  or  less  stationary. 

The  Death  Rate.  The  general  death  rate  for  the  year  was 
11.25,  as  compared  with  11.7  for  the  year  1925.  For  the  whole 
country  the  figure  was  11.6. 

Speaking  generally,  to  an  essentially  residential  district  like 
Poole,  the  influx  of  population  tends  to  be  elderly  :  to  a  busy  manu¬ 
facturing  centre  a  younger  adult  life  is  attracted.  This  factor  helps 
to  keep  the  death  rate  high  in  the  former  case. 

In  an  industrial  town,  the  proportion  of  population  which 
reaches  the  age  of  65  is  about  33  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  In  Poole 
of  all  deaths  during  each  of  the  past  five  years,  over  40  per  cent 
have  exceeded  that  age,  the  figure  for  1926  being  no  less  than  46.3 
percent. 

Notwithstanding  this  high  proportion  of  elderly  population, 
therefore,  the  low  rate  of  1 1.25  shows  that  Poole  is  specially  healthy 
for  the  young,  and  also  gives  a  relatively  greater  expectation  of  pro¬ 
longed  life. 

In  estimating  what  is  described  as  the  Corrected  Death  Rate 
for  Poole,  the  Registrar-General  makes  an  allowance  for  any  abnor- 
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mal  "  age  distribution  ”  of  the  population,  and  also  for  the  “  sex 
distribution,”  which  shows  the  death  rate  in  a  still  more  favourable 
light  when  these  two  modifying  factors  are  taken  into  account. 
The  resulting  death  rate  is  actually  shown  to  be  9.45  per  1 .000  of  the 
inhabitants.  This  method  of  gauging  the  relative  healthiness  of  a 
district  is  more  accurate  than  by  reference  to  the  General  Death 
Rate. 

The  Cancer  Death  Rate.  The  total  deaths  from  malignant 
disease  in  1926  were  79,  which  gives  a  death  rate  of  1.62  per  1,000 
inhabitants.  1  his  is  an  increase  on  1925,  and  maintains  a  general, 
though  fluctuating,  tendency  to  rise.  It  is  to  lie  hoped  that  the 
spread  of  educational  propaganda  in  preventive  Public  Health 
endeavours  will  in  time  exert  some  controlling  influence  on  the 
wastage  of  life  in  middle  age. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  numbered  46,  a  marked 
increase  on  1925,  which  showed  33.  The  resulting  rate  is  0.94  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  and  an  unwelcome  check  in  the  gradual  fall 
of  the  previous  four  years,  which  showed  1.3,  1.02,  .91  and  .71  per 

1,000. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  main  water  supply  for  the  district  is  provided  by  the 
Corporation  Waterworks  at  Corfe  Mullen,  about  6  miles  N.W.  of 
the  Town.  A  section  of  the  population,  numbering  about  6,GC0, 
at  the  East  end  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  from  the  reservoirs  of  the 
Bournemouth  Gas  &  Water  Company. 

The  consumption  of  water  supplied  by  the  Borough  Scheme 
reached  in  1926  the  total  of  474,167,000  gallons,  representing  an 
increase  of  46,101,000  gallons  over  1925.  This  includes  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  water  supplies  to  Broadstone  and  other  adjacent  outlying 
districts.  It  is  therefore  not  easy  to  deduce  an  individual  daily 
consumption  average  for  the  Borough. 

The  system  of  purification  by  chlorination  provides  the  Town 
with  water  of  a  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity,  samples  of  well 
and  tap  u’ater  being  periodically  submitted  to  examination  in  the 
Borough  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

The  geological  strata  from  which  the  wells  draw’  the  water 
cause  this  to  be  of  “  hard  ”  quality.  It  fluctuates  about  the 
maximum  point  of  hardness  which  is  considered  tolerable  as  a 
standard  for  general  use. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

574  completed  houses  have  been  added  to  the  totcl  number 
during  the  year.  A  considerable  portion  of  these  has  arisen  in 
unsewered  areas  from  the  inevitable  urbanisation  of  semi-rural 
districts.  The  result  is  that  the  number  of  cesspools  with  which 
the  Health  Department  has  been  called  upon  to  deal  has  increased 
frem  419  in  1925  to  490  in  1926,  and  each  week  brings  fresh  calls. 
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In  spite  of  recent  sewerage  schemes  at  Sandbanks,  Hamworthy, 
and  Upper  Parkstone,  180  more  cesspools  are  being  emptied  than 
was  the  case  five  years  ago,  and  a  further  100  may  be  expected  in 
1927.  62  pail  closets  also  remain. 

The  proposed  scheme  for  linking  up  the  very  rapidly  growing 
area  of  Stanley  Green  and  Oakdale,  which  should  remove  about  150 
of  these,  has  not  yet  taken  shape,  and  its  urgency  becomes  more 
marked. 

Access  to  many  wayside  houses  is  so  precarious  owing  to  entire 
absence  of  road  surface  or  imperfectly  made  roads,  that  this  very 
necessary  service  has  under  certain  weather  conditions  to  be  with¬ 
held  altogether.  This  leads  to  an  expected,  if  not  altogether 
logical,  dissatisfaction  amongst  owners  and  tenants,  who  cannot 
always  see  clearly  the  difference  in  status  of  private  street  and 
public  highway. 

The  chief  non-sewered  roads  are  shown  below  : — 


Place. 

Number  of 
C  'sspools. 

Number  ot 
times, 
emptied. 

Alder  Road 

8 

21 

Beaconsfield  Road 

4 

24 

Bridgwater  Road 

»> 

23 

Cecil  Road 

5 

60 

Cornelia  Crescent 

12 

27 

Cynthia  Road 

13 

43 

Fancy  Road 

4 

13 

Guest  Avenue 

7 

17 

Ham  worthy 

71 

283 

Kinson  Crescent 

8 

71 

Limekiln  Road 

11 

86 

New  Road 

7 

58 

Old  Wareham  Road 

26 

161 

Ringwood  Road  ... 

49 

294 

St.  Clement’s  Road 

6 

29 

Stanley  Green 

133 

600 

Upper  Churchill  Road 

7 

30 

WaJlisdown 

27 

86 

Whitecliff 

19 

114 

Winston  Avenue 

25 

67 

Various 

46 

157 

490 

2274 
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cost  per  cesspool  per 

vear 

has 

bee 

1923 

'£2 

11s. 

6d. 

1924 

/2 

4s. 

6d. 

1925 

/3 

12s. 

6d. 

1926 

/2 

<v 

15s. 

6d. 

The  increase  in  1925  was  due  to  the  addition  to  the  plant  of  a 
21-ton  Leyland  Tanker  Vehicle  at  a  cost  of  £615. 

CLEANSING  AND  SCAVENGING. 

The  main  services  are  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Surveyor’s 
Pcpartme nt,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee. 

In  1924  motor  transport  was  introduced  in  this  work,  to  rein¬ 
force  the  horsed  vans  and  to  deal  with  the  areas  more  distant  from 
the  two  Refuse  Tips — at  Baiter  and  Whitecliff.  An  undesirable 
inland  tip  at  Branksome  was  discontinued  in  that  year,  with  the 
result  that  filling  up  at  these  areas  in  process  of  reclamation  was 
speeded  up.  The  only  palliative  argument  on  behalf  of  the  process 
of  tipping  is  that,  when  used  for  reclaiming  land,  it  is  an  economical 
method  of  providing  a  valuable  asset  to  the  Town.  Otherwise  it  is 
an  indefensible  nuisance  in  an  urban  district. 

The  only  thing  to  do  in  the  meantime  is  to  get  on  with  the 
speeding  up  bv  adopting  the  most  expeditious  means  of  transport  of 
domestic  refuse,  combining  if  necessary  horsed  collection  with 
mechanical  removal.  The  sooner  the  reclamation  scheme  is  com¬ 
plete,  the  sooner  will  a  more  sanitary  method  of  disposal  become 
an  urgent  consideration. 

The  motor  vehicles  are  1-ton  Ford  end-tipping  vans. 

Fimewashing  is  of  valuable  assistance  in  maintaining  the 
cleanliness  of  courts,  enclosed  backyards  and  alleys.  It  is  not  only 
of  value  in  itself,  but  has  a  stimulating  effect  on  the  surrounding 
householders,  who  respond  extremely  well.  The  result  is  that  the 
general  condition  of  these  places  is  distinctly  complimentary  to  the 
people  and  to  the  Town.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Department  twice  yearly. 

Opportunity  is  also  taken  during  the  School  vacations  to 
disinfect  all  the  Elementary  Schools  of  the  Borough. 

POPULATION  AND  HOUSING. 

The  population  of  the  Bcrough  as  ascertained  by  the  Registrar- 
General  by  Census  in  1921  was  43,649.  The  estimate  of  the  same 
authority  for  the  population  as  at  1/6/1926  was  49,150.  Determin¬ 
ing  an  approximate  figure  for  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  the 
number  51,000  may  be  reasonably  adopted. 
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The  housing  of  this  population  was,  at  the  last  date,  viz. 

December,  1926,  established  as  follows  : — 

As  has  been  shown  in  previous  Annual  Reports, 
the  available  accommodation  in  houses  at  date  of 
last  Census,  eliminating  undesirable  over-crowding, 
was  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

The  total  number  of  houses  required  for  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  51 ,000  (at  4.5  persons  per  house)  is 

The  housing  shortage  at  31/12/26,  assuming  no 
building  since  Census 

To  meet  the  shortage  of  3,050  houses,  dwelling 
houses  have  been  provided  as  under  : — 

1921  170 

1922  145 

1923  227 

1924  519 

1925  621 

1926  574 


This  shows  a  shortage  of  provision  of  accom¬ 
modation  of 

Elimination  of  the  existing  shortage.  It  should  be  understood 
that  in  adopting  51,000  as  a  basis  of  population,  influx  and  outflow 
of  residents,  consideration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  etc., 
have  been  taken  into  account,  that  is  to  say,  housing  provision  on 
this  basis  should  bring  accommodation  to  a  normal  and  satisfactory 
standard. 

But,  for  this  Borough,  provided  it  maintains  its  present  popu¬ 
larity  as  a  healthy  residential  area,  the  process  of  increment  of 
population  can  be  consideied  normal  growth  to  the  extent  that 
about  300  new  houses  »vill  be  required  each  year  to  cope  with  it. 

To  meet  this  demand  is  obviously  the  function  of  the  con¬ 
tractual  and  speculative  builder. 

On  the  last  day  of  1926  there  were  220  houses  actually  under 
construction,  of  which  10  form  part  of  a  Municipal  Housing  Scheme. 

Tnis  Municipal  Scheme  comprises  100  houses  in  all,  of  which 
50  were  already  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  of  which 
only  the  ten  above  referred  to  were  already  under  construction  in 
1926. 

So  that  for  the  estimated  population  of  the  Town,  which  still 
required  794  houses,  220  +  90,  or  310  were  under  construction  or 
projected,  carrying  an  apparent  shortage  balance  of  484  into  1927. 

The  annual  fluctuation  in  population  allowed  to  the  Borough 
by  the  Registrar-General  since  1921  has  shown  such  an  abrupt 
change  as  to  require  some  explanation. 


8283 

11333 

3050 


2256 

794 
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This  fluctuation  has  been  as  follows  : — 

1922  .  —  399 

1923  .  +  610 

1924  +1290 

1925  +1000 

1926  +3000 

During  this  period  the  Birth  Rate  has  fallen  in  Poole  as  it  has 
■n  1  j  1rest,of  the  Country.  The  population  of  school  age— as 
judged  by  the  totals  on  the  registers  of  the  Elementary  Schools— is 
stationary.  It  may  therefore  be  reasonably  assumed  that  the 
increases  officially  given  by  the  Registrar-General  represent  an 
a<  ult increase.  In  other  words  Poole  is  becoming  a  town  favourably 
considered  by  those  who  seek  a  home  in  agreeable  surroundings. 
Poole  is  competing  as  a  Health  Resort— and  competing  successfully 
wnh  districts  which  have  spent  much  effort  in  publicly  claiming 
such  a  distinction.  And  it  may  be  said  that  Poole  is  coming  into  its 
own  from  the  healthy  beauty  of  its  natural  inheritance. 

J°  a  certain  extent  therefore  the  consideration  of  housing 
requirements  for  Poole  as  a  basis  of  4.5  persons  per  house  is  fallacious 
where  Hotels,  Boarding  Establishments  and  spacious  private 
residences  are  numerous. 


W  ith  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  dwelling  houses  in  a  condit¬ 
ion  reasonably  fit  in  all  respects  for  human  habitation,  Table  E 
shows  the  activities  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  the  results  of 
their  activities  under  the  various  Housing  Acts. 


HOUSES  LET-IN-LODGINGS. 

Houses  Lct-tn-Lodgings.  Prior  to  the  eurren  t  high  rate  of  room- 
rentals,  which  has  rendered  the  Byelaws  with  respect  to  these 
houses  inoperative,  there  were  8  on  the  Register.  Two  have  since 

Inspect^  /  V1SltS  °f  mSpection  have  1x1011  made  bY  the  Sanitary 

These  houses  are  chiefly  of  the  older  type  of  spacious  family 
residence,  subdivided  mto  lets  of  from  one  to  three  rooms.  The 
sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supply  in  most  leave  much  to  be 
desired.  In  some  cases,  the  topmost  tenants  require  to  carry  their 
fresh  water  from  the  common  yard,  this  temporary  supply'  being 
stood  m  the  combined  living  and  sleeping  room. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  number  three,  two  in  St.  Tames’  area 
and  one  in  Branksome.  They  were  visited  69  times. 

r  Po°u  as  a  seTaPort  town,  feels  the  need  of  a  controlled  Model 
ging  House.  It  would  cater  for  the  visiting  seaman,  who  would 
be  saved  from  possibly  risky  associations.  It  would  also  provide 
Healthy  rest  for  a  certain  nomadic  element  of  unskilled  labour. 
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PUBLIC  BATHS. 

Fresh  Water.  These  are  situated  close  to  the  Guildhall, 
and  consist  of  five  cubicles  with  lavatory  accommodation. 

During  the  year  these  Baths  have  been  used  5.832  times, 
compared  with  7,180  in  1925.  These  figures  include  children  of 
Elementary  Schools,  for  whom  special  facilities  are  provided  on 
two  days  in  the  week  at  a  nominal  charge  of  one  penny.  1,020 
children  attended,  as  against  1,230  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Council  has  now  under  consideration  the  provision  of  a 
.  further  eight  slipper  baths  at  a  suitable  site  to  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  Upper  Parkstone  and  Branksome. 

Salt  Water.  There  is  a  free  open-air  tidal  Swimming  Bath  on 
the  foreshore  at  Baiter,  of  which  full  advantage  is  taken  during 
the  summer  months.  It  is  now  proposed  to  improve  this,  and  to 
duplicate  the  scheme  at  another  appropriate  s:te,  which  has  still 
to  be  selected. 


RAT  CONTROL. 

Poole  being  a  Port,  both  the  rarer  Black  Rat  and  the  commoner 
open-air  Brown  Rat  are  to  be  found  in  the  Borough.  The  obligation 
to  deal  effectively  with  rats  falls,  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Des¬ 
truction)  Order,  1919,  upon  the  owner  or  occupier  of  premises 
infested  with  them.  To  assist  in  the  clearing  of  premises  harbour¬ 
ing  these  rodents,  a  charge  of  3/6  being  made,  32  visits  were  made 
for  private  occupiers  in  1926.  It  is  the  custom  to  re-visit  the 
premises  and  grounds  the  day  after  baits  are  laid,  to  collect  unused 
baits,  and  every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  domestic  animals 
from  gaining  access  to  the  material  used.  A  leaflet  of  advice  and 
warning  is  also  delivered  at  each  place  dealt  with. 

The  experience  gained  in  dealing  with  quayside  grain  stores, 
etc.,  agrees  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  namely,  that  to  get  good  results,  the  rat  must  be 
treated  to  an  attractive  change  of  diet  from  that  to  which  it  gets 
ready  access. 

Wherever  poultry  food,  eggs  and  young  chickens  are  kept,  rats 
are  likely  to  be  attracted.  This,  combined  with  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  more  secluded  wooded  areas  of  the  Borough  are  now  being 
cleared  for  habitation,  calls  for  an  appeal  to  those  who  keep  hen- 
runs  to  consider  their  neighbours  who  do  not.  New  poultry-houses 
and  chickencoops  should  be  made  rat-proof  as  far  as  possible,  and 
the  food  should  be  stored  in  rat-proof  receptacles. 

The  refuse  tips  of  the  Borough  are  still  an  unfortunate  necessity, 
and  a  modified  evil  only  in  o  far  as  they  are  as  isting  to  reclaim 
ground  which  otherwise  is  unserviceable.  The  nature  of  the  tips 
makes  them  a  happy  hunting  ground  for  rats.  During  the  year 
24  raids  on  the  tips  have  been  carried  out. 

The  policy  of  attacking  the  rodents  in  the  sewers,  commenced 
in  1923,  was  continued,  1,050  baits  being  laid. 
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Any  figures  dealing  with  rat  control  are  bound  to  be  hypotheti¬ 
cal,  as  the  actual  dead  rats  openly  discovered  are  not  accurate  indi¬ 
cation  of  the  number  who  have  fallen  to  the  bait.  From  the 
following  results  obtained,  however,  during  the  past  four  years,  it 
may  safely  be  assumed  that  the  rat  population  is  being  more  than 
held  in  check. 


Year 

Baits  laid 

Refuse  tips. 
Sewers,  etc. 

Private 

Premises 

Dead  rats 

found 

1922 

34,000 

49 

43 

2,259 

1923 

36,000 

57 

52 

1,260 

1924 

34,000 

28 

39 

820 

1925 

19,330 

22 

46 

323 

1926 

15,200 

30 

32 

435 

MOSQUITOES. 

The  system  of  spraying  the  fresh-water  lakes  and  ponds  with 
paraffin  for  the  destruction  of  mosquitoes  and  their  larvae  was  con¬ 
tinued  within  the  Borough  during  the  past  year. 

Between  April  and  September,  the  hottest  period  of  the  year, 
periodical  visits  were  made  to  the  fresh-water  lakes,  etc.,  requiring 
attention.  A  total  of  166  gallons  of  paraffin  was  used  at  these 
places,  and  S3  visits  made,  the  fresh-water  lake  in  Poole  Park  being 
sprayed  on  26  occasions,  the  watercourse  at  the  Parkstone  Golf 
Links  25  times,  and  the  Branksome  Chine  Lakes  32  times. 

The  whole  of  the  Branksome  Chine  watercourse  has  now 
received  special  attention  from  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department, 
all  sluggish  by-pools  being  drained  off,  and  the  bed  generally 
thoroughly  cleaned. 


FOOD. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  inspection  of  foodstuffs  and  meat, 
certain  important  Regulations  lay  down  lines  of  action  which 
the  Inspectors  of  the  Department  follow  in  safeguarding  the  public 
in  the  matter  of  the  maintenance  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops,  the  Sale  of  Milk  and  Cream,  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs,  the 
control  of  Slaughterhouses,  etc. 

Considerable  recent  legislation,  particularly  in  the  direction 
of  the  supply  of  clean,  wholesome  milk  and  sound  meat,  entails 
redoubled  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  Inspectors  and  of  the  Health 
Department,  but  the  work  is  willingly  done  in  the  knowledge  that 
the  community  will  gain. 

62  formal  samples  of  New  Milk  were  taken  for  analysis.  Two 
of  these  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  In  the  action  taken  in  these 
two  cases,  a  fine  of  £5  was  indicted  in  one,  and  a  caution  eiven  in 
the  other. 
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Reviewing  the  standards  of  milk  found  by  analyses  in  recent 
years,  these  are  found  to  be  as  under  : — 


1922  ... 

Fats  3.74  percent. 

Non-fatty  solids  9.00  per  cent. 

1923  ... 

,,  3.48  ,.  ,, 

8.56  „ 

1924  ... 

..  3.49  „  ,, 

8.76  ,.  „ 

1925  ... 

,,  3.46  ,,  ,, 

8.79  ,,  ,, 

1926  ... 

„  3.70  .,  ,, 

..  8.79  ,,  ,. 

With  a  view  to  detecting  tuberculous  infection  in  milk  supplies, 
and  to  identifying  the  source  of  the  taint,  the  Borough  Laboratories 
examine  periodically  sale  samples  taken  by  the  Inspectors.  54 
samples  were  thus  tested.  The  germ  of  tuberculosis  was  not  found. 

In  the  case  of  two  specimens  of  milk  taken  from  suspected 
cows,  under  the  supervision  of  a  Veterinary  Inspector,  but  not  from 
sale  supplies,  the  bacillus  of  Tuberculosis  was  found  in  both.  The 
two  animals  affected  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  in 
Animals  Act,  1925. 

Opportunity  is  taken  in  the  Laboratory  to  examine  for  ex¬ 
traneous  solid  matter — otherwise  “  dirt  ” — the  samples  of  milk 
submitted  for  report.  In  this  respect  a  definite  improvement  has 
been  found,  the  average  being  in  1925,  15  parts  per  100, (XX)  while  in 
1920  this  was  reduced  to  10.5  parts  per  100,000. 

There  are  no  underground  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough. 

All  butchers’  shops  comply  with  the  Regulations  requiring 
provision  of  suitable  window -shutter  fac’lities.  Occasion  arose  to 
take  proceedings  against  a  retail  butcher  for  exposing  for  sale 
tuberculous  pork.  A  fine  of  £2  was  inflicted. 

Under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  a  grocer  was  prosecuted 
for  permitting  a  mixture  of  butter  and  margarine  to  be  sold  as 
butter.  The  penalty  was  a  fine  of  £5. 

Table  G.  enumerates  the  samples  taken  by  the  Inspectors 
under  these  Acts,  and  subjected  to  analysis  as  to  genuineness  or 
presence  of  preservative. 

The  Report  of  the  Borough  Analysts  on  their  work  for  the  year 
is  appended  : — 

“REPORT  ON  WORK  AS  PUBLIC  ANALYSTS  FOR  1926. 

• 

“  During  the  year  1926,  154  samples  were  submitted  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  of  which  seven  were  returned  as 
adulterated,  yielding  a  percentage  of  adulteration  of  4.55. 

“  Two  of  the  adulterated  samples  were  of  milk  :  one  showed  a 
fat  deficiency  of  three  per  cent,  and  the  other  added  water  to  the 
extent  of  two  per  cent.  These  two  samples  being  the  only  ones 
calling  for  adverse  comment  out  of  62  samples  of  milk,  and  these 
62  milks  having  an  average  composition  of  3.70  per  cent,  of  fat  with 
8.79  per  cent,  of  solids-not-fat,  show  a  not  unsatisfactory  condition 
as  regards  chemical  composition.  No  preservative  was  found  in 
any,  and  all  were  free  from  added  colour. 
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"  Of  the  two  samples  of  Cream  examined,  one  contained  0.21 
per  cent,  of  boric  acid  and  was  returned  as  adulterated. 

“  Butter  depreciated  greatly  in  Poole  during  1926.  In  butter 
containing  boric  acid,  water  averaged  15.08  per  cent.,  and  those 
free  from  preservative  contained  but  little  less  with  an  average  of 
14.91  per  cent,  of  water.  The  three  best  contained  11.0,  12.4  and 
13.2  per  cent,  of  water  respectively,  while  the  two  wettest,  with 

16.7  and  16.1  per  cent,  respectively,  were  adulterated.  A  third 
butter  was  returned  as  adulterated  because  of  the  presence  of  25 
per  cent,  of  margarine.  The  total  number  of  samples  of  butter  was 
33,  and  for  three  of  these  to  lie  adulterated  is  a  very  high  proportion 
of  adulteration.  In  each  of  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year, 
half  the  samples  of  butter  contained  boric  acid  ;  during  the  fourth 
quarter,  four  out  of  eleven  contained  it.  When  butter  contained 
boric  acid,  this  ranged  from  0.06  to  0.41  per  cent.,  with  the  high 
average  of  0.233  per  cent.  Salt  in  butter  ranged  from  a  trace  to 

2.7  per  cent.,  with  an  average  of  1.48  per  cent.,  the  corresponding 
figure  for  1925  being  1.37  per  cent. 

“  One  sample  of  margarine  (a  November  sample)  contained  no 
preservative,  eleven  others  contained  boric  acid  in  amounts  ranging 
from  0.15  to  0.45  per  cent,  (average  0.294  per  cent.).  Margarine 
contained  on  an  average  15.12  per  cent,  of  water,  and  a  certificate 
of  adulteration  was  given  in  respect  of  a  sample  with  17  per  cent, 
of  water. 

“  Coffee  was  good  in  each  case,  the  maximum  amount  of  mois¬ 
ture  found  being  5.07  per  cent.  In  the  Coffee  and  Chicory  mixtures, 

•  the  proportion  of  Coffee  carried  from  61.4  to  70  per  cent. 

“  In  one  baking  powder,  a  “  filler  ”  composed  of  a  mixture  of 
cornflour  and  rice  was  used  ;  the  former  is  a  rarity  in  such  articles  ; 
the  other  four  samples  contained  rice.  Four  of  the  samples  were 
capable  of  producing  satisfactory  amounts  of  gas,  namely,  10.0, 
7.8,  10.5  and  8.5  per  cent,  by  weight  of  carbon  dioxide.  A  fifth 
could  only  yield  5.7  per  cent,  of  carbon  dioxide,  and  was  returned  as 
"  of  poor  quality.” 

"  Sausages  sampled  in  June  were  innocent  of  preservative, 
while  those  bought  in  September  contained  with  it  sulphur  dioxide 
to  the  extent  of  256  parts  per  million  in  one  and  boric  acid  in  amounts 
-of  15.2,  13.0  and  9.8  grains  per  pound  respectively  in  three. 

“  (signed)  WILLIAM  PARTRIDGE. 


Joint  Public  Analyst.” 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1922. 

At  the  beginning  of  1920  there  were  on  the  Register  30  shop 
proprietors  registered  as  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk.  During  the 
year  the  following  additional  applications  were  dealt  with  and 
added  to  the  Registers  : — 

Retail  Purveyors,  ...  21 — Total  51. 

Wholesalers  or  Producers  12 

Licences  under  Special 
Designation : — 

To  sell  Certified  Milk  1 

Grade  A.  (Tuber¬ 
culin  tested)  Milk  1 
Grade  A.  Milk  1 

Pasteurised  Milk  1 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  is  one  Licensee  in  the  Borough,  carrying  on  the  trade 
of  Bone  Boiler.  The  work  has  been  carried  on  with  a  minimum  of 
inconvenience  to  the  vicinity,  and  occasion  did  not  arise  for  action 
in  connection  therewith. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

Swine  Fever.  During  the  year,  4  suspected  cases  were  reported 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  as  against  3  in  1925.  The  Swine  Fever 
(Regulation  of  Movement)  Order,  1922,  has  remained  in  operation 
during  the  year.  Under  this  Order,  licences  are  required  on  the 
movement  of  swine  from  Markets  to  within  the  Borough. 

Active  co-operation  has  existed  during  the  year  between  the 
County  Police  and  the  Inspectors  under  the  Diseases  of  Animal 
Acts,  and  duplicate  licences  of  all  movements  into  the  Borough  are 
sent  from  the  Police  throughout  the  market  towns  of  Dorset  to  the 
Borough  Inspectors.  In  one  case  of  failure  to  deliver  up  a  licence, 
the  negligence  resulted  in  a  prosecution  and  a  fine  of  ten  shillings. 

No  offences  against  the  Swine  Fever  Order  were  discovered 
during  the  year. 

Foot-arid- Mouth  Disease.  The  Midlands  and  South  of  England 
(Regulation  of  Movement  of  Animals)  Order  of  1925,  which  came  into 
force  in  November,  1925,  was  revoked  on  January  12th,  192(1. 
During  these  twelve  days,  27  movement  licences  were  granted  and  9 
l'cences  countersigned  by  the  outside  Authorities  issuing  the 
licences. 

No  other  outbreak  occurred  in  neighbouring  Boroughs  during 
the  year  to  necessitate  the  Borough  being  scheduled  as  an  Area 
under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  is  great  need  of  a  modern  Public  Slaughterhouse  for 
the  Borough.  A  considerable  proportion  of  the  butcher  meat  con¬ 
sumed  in  Bournemouth  is  killed  and  dressed  in  the  Poole  slaughter¬ 
houses,  which  number  fourteen  and  are  scattered  over  an  area  of 
some  12  square  miles. 

The  introduction  of  the  recent  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1924,  puts  an  entirely  new  aspect  on  the  work  of  the  Meat 
Inspectors.  While  an  average  of  418  visits  was  made  in  the  years 
1921-1924  during  times  when  the  Inspectors  had  reason  to  expect 
killing  to  be  taking  place,  the  new  obligation  on  the  part  of  a 
butcher  and  others  to  give  at  least  three  hours’  notice  of  intention 
to  slaughter  hjis  had  the  effect  of  raising  the  calls  on  the  Inspectors’ 
time  in  1925  to  839  visits,  and  in  1920  to  1,421  vis;ts  to  slaughter¬ 
houses. 

Parallel  with  this,  the  visits  paid  to  butchers’  shops,  which 
averaged  033  in  the  previous  four  years,  increased  in  1925  to  1,289, 
and  in  1920  to  1,400. 

It  can  be  readily  understood  how  much  of  the  Inspectors’  time 
could  be  released  for  other  very  necessary  duties  if  all  killing  were 
concentrated  on  one  central  abattoir,  where  each  butcher  has  his 

own  stall. 


Private  Slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough. 


• 

1920 

1925 

1926 

Registered 

2 

_ 

— 

Licensed 

12 

14 

15 

Total 

14 

14 

15 

CEMETERIES. 

The  Borough  has  three  Municipal  cemeteries,  which  by  recent 
extension  of  nearly  15  acres  will  lengthen  the  available  “  life  ”  of 
the  ground  by  about  ten  years. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Particulars  of  the  work  of  inspection  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  and  the 
and  the  Public  Health  Acts  are  to  be  found  in  Table  J . 
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LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  LOCAL  ACTS,  ETC. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment,  Act  1890. 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

The  Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts,  1846  to  1899. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  II.  to  V. 

Local  Acts. 

Poole  (Extension)  Order,  1905. 

Confirmed  by  the  Local  Government  Board's  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  12)  Act,  1905. 

The  Poole  Corporation  Water  Act,  1906. 

The  Poole  Corporation  Act,  1919. 

Bye-Laws. 

Subject. 

Parks  and  Pleasure  Grounds. 
Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 
Slaughter  Houses. 

Nuisances. 

Cemeteries,  Management  of. 

Good  Rule  and  Government. 
Houses  Let-in-Lodgings. 

Public  Bathing. 

Nuisances  (Keeping  of  Animals). 
New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Regulations. 

1907.  Cemeteries. 

1907.  Good  Rule  and  Government. 

1908.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 
Connections  of  Drains  of  Buildings  with  Sewers. 


Date  of  Approval. 
9th  November,  1889. 
20th  December,  1895. 
1st  May,  1896. 

4th  May,  1896. 

24th  December,  1896. 
1  Ith  January,  1907. 
13th  November,  1907 
6th  July,  1911. 

14th  August,  191 1 . 
18th  May,  1925 
14th  April,  1926. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Control  of  Infectious  Diseases.  The  Borough  Public  Health 
Laboratory  examines  free  of  charge  all  pathological  and  bacteriolog¬ 
ical  specimens  sabnrtted  by  medical  pract'tioners,  Health  Visitors, 
School  Nurses  or  Hospitals,  the  report  being  telephoned  where 
urgency  is  of  importance.  Particulars  of  work  done  in  this  sphere 
will  be  found  in  the  portion  of  the  Report  dealing  with  the  Labora¬ 
tory.  As  the  Medical  Officr  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical 
Officer,  Medical  Officer  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
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Scheme,  Port  Medical  Officer,  Superintendent  of  the  Fever  Hospital, 
Director  of  the  Laboratory,  and  Honorary  Pathologist  to  the 
Cornelia  Hospital,  he  is  thus  enabled  to  keep  himself  in  intimate 
personal  touch  with  illness,  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  main¬ 
tain  in  a  town  of  larger  population. 

Absentee  Reports  from  the  School  staffs  are  checked  and  follov'- 
ed  up  by  the  School  Nurses  and  School  Attendance  Officers  ;  and 
systematic  swabb'ng  of  sore  throats  and  discharging  nostrils,  both 
at  home  and  in  the  School  Clinics,  is  a  valuable  aid  to  checking  a 
school  outbreak,  as  often  an  unsuspected  case  is  thus  disclosed  and 
spread  prevented. 

The  Health  Visitors,  by  the  operation  of  the' Notification  of 
Births  Act,  aie  able  to  track  out  such  infantile  conditions  as  Ophthal¬ 
mia,  Pemphigus  and  Erysipelas. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  available  free  to  medical  parctitioners 
on  application  to  the  Public  Health  Office,  on  certificate  of  emerg¬ 
ency. 

For  the  cleansing  and  disinfection,  and  disinfestation  of 
verminous  persons  and  their  belongings,  Alderney  Hospital  is 
equipped  with  baths  and  steam  disinfector. 

The  disinfection  of  premises,  after  infectious  illness,  is  carried 
out  by  the  Department’s  employees  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

It  has  not  been  found  practicable  to  introduce  the  tests  for 
susceptibility  to  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  and  immunising 
methods,  associated  with  the  names  of  Dick  and  Schick. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  Poole  chickenpox  is  a  notifiable 
condition.  This  is  very  necessary  to  assist  in  the  control  of  the 
spread  of  Smallpox,  especially  with  so  large  a  percentage  of  unvac¬ 
cinated  children. 

Hospitals. 

Baiter  Hospital,  on  the  Baiter  Peninsula  in  Poole  Harbour, 
is  kept  in  reserve  for  Smallpox.  It  has  20  beds,  with  an  experienced 
Nurse  as  resident  caretaker.  .  In  accordance  with  a  contract  with 
certain  County  districts,  the  Hospital  was  opened  to  receive  a  case 
from  Sherborne,  notified  as  “  modified  smallpox.”  This  case  wras 
found  by  Laboratory  tests  to  be  a  “  Typhoid  carrier,”  and  wras 
later  removed  to  Alderney  Hospital  for  further  treatment. 

Alderney  Hospital  is  situated  in  a  very  healthy  position  near  the 
landward  boundary  of  the  Borough,  on  high  gravel  soil.  It  can 
accommodate  73  patients,  and  consists  of  six  blocks,  with  admin¬ 
istrative  buildings,  disinfecting  station  and  motor  ambulance. 

To  Alderney  Hospital,  128  cases  have  been  admitted  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  58  were  from  the  Borough,  17  from  Poole  Rural 
District,  14  from  Christchurch,  3  from  Christchurch  Rural  District, 
3  from  Wimborne  and  Cranborne  Rural  District,  2  from  Wareham, 
1  each  from  Swanage  and  Sherborne,  and  29  from  the  military 
stations  in  the  County  which  are  served  by  the  Borough  Hospital. 
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There  were  two  deaths,  one  being  a  Borough  case  admitted  as 
Scarlet  Fever  and  found  to  be  acute  primary  Pneumonia,  the  second 
l>eing  a  case  of  haemorrhagic  Diphtheria  from  Army  married 
quarters. 

Scarlet  Fever.  34  Borough  cases  were  admitted,  and  23  cases 
from  external  Authorities.  Two  further  cases  admitted  for  this 
disease  were  kept  under  observation  and  found  to  be  conditions 
other  than  Scarlet.  One  of  these  latter  resulted  in  the  death  re¬ 
ferred  to  above. 

Diphtheria .  11  Borough  cases  were  admitted,  and  18  from 
outside  Districts.  There  were  also  two  Borough  “  carriers,” 
and  a  further  two  were  found  on  admission  to  be  conditions  other 
than  Diphtheria.  There  were  no  deaths  amongst  these. 

Other  Diseases.  The  remaining  Borough  cases  consisted  of 
Measles,  2  ;  Erysipelas,  3  ;  acute  Influenza  and  observation 
Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  one  each.  All  were  discharged  in  good 
health. 

Total  Admissions.  Table  H.  tabulates  these. 

Total  Incidence.  Table  I.  shows  the  age  incidence  and  the 
Borough  areas  in  which  the  various  infectious  diseases  have  occurred. 

Attack  and  Death  Rates  of  the  usual  Hospital-treated  infectious 
diseases  for  the  year,  given  below,  show  the  Borough  in  a  very 
favourable  light  as  compared  with  the  country  as  a  whole,  and 
also  indicate  a  progressive  and  marked  diminution  which  makes 
very  welcome  reading. 


Attack  Rate  per  1,000 
population. 

Year. 

Small¬ 

pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Poole 

1920 

1.61 

2.89 

.11 

1921 

— 

2.04 

1.78 

.07 

1922 

— 

.91 

.77 

— 

1923 

— 

.20 

.11 

.02 

1924 

— 

.81 

.49 

.02 

1925 

— 

.24 

.75 

-  ^ 

1926 

— 

.77 

.26 

.04 

England  and  Wales 

1926 

.26 

2.10 

1.31 

.07 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population. 

Poole 

1926 

England  and  Wales 

1926 

.02 

.12 

.01 
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Disinfection.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  routine  work  for  the 
Hospital,  the  Disinfecting  Station  has  collected,  dealt  with  and  re¬ 
turned  820  articles,  varying  in  size  from  double  bedding  to  hand¬ 
kerchiefs. 

The  steam  disinfector  is  of  the  jacket  type,  working  up  to  40  lbs 
pressure  per  square  inch,  manufactured  by  Manlove,  Alliott  &  Co., 
Nottingham. 

Cost  of  Alderney  Hospital  and  Disinfecting  Station. 

For  post-war  years  the  expenditure  and  income  have  been  as 
under : — 


Year 

Expenditure. 

Income. 

Net  Cost 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1920-21 

3318 

212 

3106 

1921-22 

2761 

341 

2420 

1922-23 

2703 

471 

2232 

1923-24 

1656 

611 

1045 

1924-25 

1922 

705 

1217 

1925-26 

1907 

696 

1211 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  Dorset  County  Council  is  the  Local  Authority  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

Particulars  are  given  below  of  the  position  as  regards  the  inci¬ 
dence  of  the  disease  for  recent  years. 


Year 

First  Notifications 

Formerly  notified  new 
residents 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Forms 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Forms 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Forms 

1921 

100 

8 

1 

_ 

42 

6 

1922 

67 

9 

3 

1 

51 

6 

1923 

56 

14 

9 

— 

45 

11 

1924 

64 

11 

2 

— 

40 

7 

1925 

59 

18 

12 

1 

33 

6 

1926 

50 

10 

13 

— 

46 

5 
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For  the  year  under  review,  the  details  are  as  follows  : — 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary  . 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Noil- 

pulmonary. 

Period 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Prim¬ 

ary 

Noti¬ 

fica¬ 

tions 

Reno- 
tifl  ca¬ 
tions. 

Prim¬ 

ary 

Noti¬ 

fica¬ 

tions. 

Reno- 

t-iflca- 

tions. 

Prim¬ 

ary 

Noti¬ 

fica¬ 

tions. 

Reno- 

tiflea- 

tions. 

Prim¬ 

ary 

Noti¬ 

fica¬ 

tions. 

Reno- 

tiflca- 

tions. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

9 

9 

1 

15 

— 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

20 

6 

1 

7 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

25 

3 

3 

5 

3 

i 

— 

1 

— 

11 

8 

— 

— 

35 

5 

2 

4 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

1 

— 

45 

55 

65  A 

5 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

o 

over 

|  1 

T’tahs 

25 

6 

25 

7 

7 

— 

3 

— 

28 

18 

4 

1 

Of  the  46  deaths  from  the  pulmonary  form  : — 

7  had  not  previously  been  notified  ; 
12  had  been  notified  during  1926 


7 

6 

4 

3 
2 
1 

4 


1925 
1924 
1923 
1922 
1918 
1917 
year  uncertain. 


The  proportion  of  notified  and  non-notified  pulmonary  cases 
dying  in  recent  years  has  been  as  follows  : — 


1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

Previously 

notified 

19 

18 

25 

20 

31 

25 

25 

28 

28 

40 

Not  notified 

31 

28 

16 

19 

11 

26 

20 

12 

5 

6 

Total 

50 

46 

41 

39 

42 

51 

45 

40 

33 

46 
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Occasion  has  not  arisen  during  the  year  for  applying  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  (compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  certain  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis),  or 
of  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925,  controlling  tuberculous  subjects  in  the  milk  trade. 

The  Laboratories  are  now  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries  as  a  pathological  institute  for  the  purpose  of 
examinations  in  connection  with  Tuberculosis  in  Animals  (Tuber¬ 
culosis  Order  of  1925). 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Administration  and  treatment  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Council.  A  Clinic  in  the  Borough  itself  is  very  necessary.  At 
present  the  nearest  available  Centre  is  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hos¬ 
pital.  No  alteration  is  this  respect  has  been  effected  during  the 

year. 

Two  persons  who  presented  themselves  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  advice  were  referred  thither  for  treatment. 


The  number  of  patients  who  attended  the  Clinic,  registered  as 
resident  in  the  Borough  of  Poole,  was  65  compared  with  57  in  1925. 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Ceased 

Ceased 

Diag- 

attendance 

attendance 

nosed 

Sex 

Treatment 

before 

Still 

Treatment 

before 

Still 

as 

completed 

completion 

under 

completed 

completion 

under 

Non- 

of 

treatment 

of 

treatment 

Venereal 

treatment 

treatment 

M. 

— 

7 

5 

10 

5 

3 

14 

F. 

2 

4 

5 

4 

2 

— 

4 

Total 

2 

11 

10 

14 

7 

3 

18 

Scrutiny  of  the  Register  of  Deaths  shows  that,  during  the  j'ear, 
18  deaths  can  be  attributed  directly  or  indirectly  to  an  infection 
with  Venereal  Disease. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

This  crippling  and  avoidable  disease  of  infancy  continues  to  be 
light  in  incidence,  having  fallen  from  21  cases  in  1921,  to  9  in  1922, 
and  to  4  in  each  of  the  next  three  years,  and  to  3  in  1926.  In  all, 
except  one  impaired  vision  in  1921,  full  sight  has  been  preserved. 
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BOROUGH  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES. 


The  sphere  of  gratuitous  utility  of  the  Public  Health  Laborator¬ 
ies  includes  the  Hospitals  in  the  Borough,  the  Medical  Practitioners 
of  the  Borough,  the  School  Medical  Service,  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Service,  and  the  Food  Inspectors. 

For  reports  on  materials  coming  from  outside  the  Borough 
small  charges  are  made. 


Charges  are  also  made  for  special  work,  such  as  preparation  of 
vaccines,  bacteriological  tests  of  water  samples,  etc. 

The  work  of  the  year  is  shown  in  the  Table  below  : — 

Diphtheria  Swabs. 


Hospital 

335 

Nurses  and  Clinics 

405 

Medical  Practitioners 

137 

Institutions 

22 

County 

13 

Sputa 

912 

98 

Hair  for  Ringworm 

92 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  water 

37 

Cerebro-spinal  and  other  fluids 

57 

Tissues 

73 

Blood  films 

10 

Blood  for  detection  of  Typhoid-Dysentery 
group 

9 

Urines 

114 

Examinations  of  Milk 

82 

Examinations  of  Dejecta 

22 

Venereal  Diseases 

45 

Vaccines 

13 

Oysters 

4 

1558 


In  1925,  2223  examinations  and  reports  were  made. 
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HOSPITALS,  MEDICAL  SERVICES  AND  NURSING  ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  BOROUGH. 


(1)  Hospitals  and  Sanatoria. 


Classification 

Name 

Situation 

Accommo¬ 

dation 

Provided 

by 

Tuberculosis 

Various 

Various 

72  for 
County 

County 

Council 

Maternity 

Cornelia 

Hospital 

Longfleet 

4  beds 

Borough 

Council 

Children  under  5 

Cornelia 

Hospital 

Longfleet 

8  cots 

Borough 

Council 

Infectious  Diseases 

Borough 

Isolation 

Upper 

Parkstone 

73  beds 
and  cots 

Borough 

Council 

Small  Pox,  etc.  ... 

Baiter 

Isolation 

Poole 

20  beds 

Borough 

Council 

Children’s 

Convalescent  ... 

Swanage 

Memorial 

Swanage 

3  for 
Borough 

Royal 

Red  Cross 
Society 

Venereal  Disease 

Royal 

Victoria 

Boscombe 

4  beds 

County 

Council 

General  . 

Cornelia 

Hospital 

Longfleet 

60  beds 

Voluntary 

effort 
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(2)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Classification. 

Situation. 

Provided  by 

Tuberculosis 

King  Street,  Poole 

County  Council 

Maternity  and  Child 

Council  Buildings, 

Borough  Council 

Welfare  ... 

Poole  ... 

II  II 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Association 
Consultation  Centre 
and  School  for 

Branksome  Council 
Buildings 

Borough  Council 

Mothers  ... 

Poole 

Voluntary  effort  sub- 

ft  ft  ••  • 

Upper  Parkstone  ... 

sidised  by  Borough 

ft  ft  •  •  • 

Heatherlands 

Council 

ft  ft  •  •  • 

Newtown 

ii  ii 

it  ii  •  •  • 

Longfleet 

ii  II 

Elementary  Schools, 

Council  Buildings, 

Borough  Council 

Minor  Ailments 

Poole  ... 

ii  II  •  •  • 

Council  Buildings, 
Branksome 

ft  II 

Elementary  Schools, 

Council  Buildings, 

ft  ft 

Dental  Operative 
Clinic 

Poole  ... 

Elementary  Schools, 
Xose  and  Throat 
Operative  Clinic  ... 

Cornelia  Hospital 

ft  II 

Elementary  Schools, 

II  II 

II  II 

Eye  Clinic 

Elementary  Schools, 
X-Ray  Clinic 

II  II 

ii  II 

Venereal  Diseases 

Boscombe 

County  Council 

General  Dispensary'  ... 

Langley  Road, 
Branksome 

Voluntary  Effort 

(3)  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

General.  Two  District  Nurses  for  the  Parkstone  area,  are 
provided  by  the  Parkstone  District  Nursing  Association.  One 
District  Nurse,  for  work  in  the  Poole,  Longfleet  and  Oakdale  dis¬ 
tricts,  is  provided  by  the  Poole  District  Nursing  Association. 

These  Associations  are  affiliated  to  the  Dorset  County  Nursing 
Association. 

Maternity.  Ten  Certified  Midwives  are  at  present  practising  in 
the  Borough.  One  District  Nurse  is  provided  by  the  Poole  District 
Nursing  Association  for  Maternity  duties. 

(4)  A  mbulance  facilities. 
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(a)  Infectious  Diseases.  A  motor  ambulance  for  one  stretcher 
and  one  sitting  case  is  stationed  at  the  Borough  Hospital.  The 
area  covered  by  this  vehicle  includes  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
East  of  the  County  of  Dorset  and  Christchurch  in  Hampshire. 

(b)  N on-infectious  and  Accident  Cases.  The  St.  John  Ambul- 
lance  Brigade,  Parkstone,  have  provided  a  motor  ambulance  for 
general  non-infectious  transport  work.  Fees  are  charged  to  suit 
all  classes.  Trained  ambulance  men  are  supplied. 

There  is  also  a  hand  ambulance  quartered  at  Parkstone  Park. 

(5)  Other  Institional  Provision. 

Unmarried  Mothers.  A  Home  for  girls  awaiting  confinement, 
and  for  unmarried  mothers  with  their  infants,  with  four  beds  and 
four  cots,  is  situated  at  “  Oak  Tree  Lodge,”  Lower  Parkstone. 
This  is  supported  by  voluntary  effort. 

Illegitimate  In) ants.  The  Hants  and  Dorset  Babies’  Home,  in 
Commercial  Road,  Parkstone,  is  capable  of  boarding  23  infants. 
It  receives  an  annual  grant  from  Government  funds,  and  is  subject  to 
supervision  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Homeless  Children.  The  Dorset  Home,  in  West  Street,  Poole, 
with  accommodation  for  75  girls,  is  a  recognised  Industrial  School 
under  the  Children’s  Act,  1908.  A  few  local  children  are  sometimes 
maintained  in  the  Home,  but  the  majority  come  from  the  London 
County  Council  area.  Girls  are  retained  till  the  age  of  18.  The 
majority  ultimately  go  into  domestic  service. 


HEALTH  WEEK. 

The  general  undertakings  associated  with  this  week  of  intensive 
Public  Health  educational  propaganda  are  organised  each  year  very 
thoroughly  bv  a  Committee  representing  most  of  the  activities  of  the 
Borough,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Mayor  and  the  auspices  of 
the  Health  Committee  and  the  Council.  The  Voluntary  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Association  assists. 

Believing  that  the  spoken  word  gets  further  home  than  any 
printed  matter,  the  Medical  Officer  takes  up  some  simple  Health 
subject  each  year,  and  in  this  way  reaches  the  general  public  through 
the  religious  and  lay  bodies  and  institutions  in  the  Borough,  the 
adult  workers  of  both  sexes  in  their  working  surroundings,  the 
mother  with  her  infant  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres,  the  school  child 
at  School.  Special  reference  is  also  made  by  the  clergymen  in  the 
pulpits  of  the  Town’s  churches. 

By  these  means,  the  Medical  Officer  was  enabled  in  the  1926 
Week  to  give  thirty-eight  addresses — 9  in  the  larger  Works  of  the 
Town,  5  at  Mothers’  Centres,  14  at  Elementary  Schools,  one  at  a 
Secondary  School,  and  9  at  various  lay  meetings,  and  to  have  a  talk 
with  some  2,500'men  and  women  and  3,500  school  children. 


The  Elementary  scholars  each  year  join  in  a  competitive  essay 
competition  on  some  Health  subject  not  previously  disclosed. 

The  Medical  Officer  welcomes  the  opportunity  of  officially 
thanking  those  who  assist  in  making  this  work  a  success  and  a 
pleasure,  especially  the  clergy,  the  employers  of  labour,  the  School 
staffs,  and  the  local  Press.  The  employers  of  labour  in  particular 
deserve  credit  for  their  public-spirited  action  in  allowing  him  to 
meet  their  collected  employees  inside  working  hours. 

The  points  so  far  dealt  with  in  these  concentrated  Weeks  have 
been  : — 

1921  :  The  Sun,  the  Fresh  Air  and  the  Blood. 

1922  :  Oral  Sepsis. 

1923  :  Private  Health,  Communal  Health  and  the 

Rates. 

1924  :  Clean  Food. 

1925  :  The  Care  of  the  Feet. 

1926  :  Rheumatism  and  Diet. 


LIST  OF  TABLES. 


A. — Vital  Statistics — Quinquennial. 

13. — Deaths  from  all  Causes. 

C.  — Infant  Mortality. 

D.  — Births. 

E.  — Housing. 

F.  — Sanitary  Inspection,  Nuisances  and  Defects. 

G.  — Food  and  Drugs. 

H.  — Cases  Admitted  to  Borough  Isolation  Hospital. 

I.  —  Infectious  Diseases. 

J.  — Factories  and  Workshops. 
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BIRTHS. 

Births:  uncorrected  Number  861.  Nett  Number  861.  Rate:  17.5  per  1000  population. 


TABLE  E. 


Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

('»)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  574 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  — 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  431 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

I  ns  prelim. 

(1.)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  hous¬ 


ing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  392 

(2.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidation) 
Regulations.  1925  ...  ...  42 

(3.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unlit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 
ferred  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  .all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  340 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  ot  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  I>ocal  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  284 


3.  Action  urder  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

(1.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  noti¬ 
ces  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  7 

(2.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

( a )  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  7 

(f>)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(3.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  de¬ 
clarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  — 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  48 

(2.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  53 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11,14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act . 

1925. 

(1.)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  I 

(2.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Clos¬ 
ing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Clos¬ 
ing  Orders  were  determined,  the  du'elling-houses 
having  been  rendered  fit.  ...  ...  — 

(4.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  Demolition 

Orders  were  made.  ...  ...  ...  — 

(5.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  — 
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TABLE  F. 

Work  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  Year  1926. 


District. 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

Total  number  of  Visits  to  Premises  ... 

3453 

4342 

3562 

Visits  re  Infectious  and  other  diseases 

19 

29 

17 

Premises  disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases 

28 

28 

25 

Premises  disinfected  after  other  diseases 

32 

8 

31 

House  drains  smoke  tested  ... 

62 

40 

132 

House  drains  water  tested  ... 

50 

16 

160 

Drains,  repaired,  cleaned,  etc. 

120 

28 

59 

Inspection  of  Licensed  or  Registered  Premises. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

142 

48 

50 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

85 

917 

419 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

244 

408 

192 

Cowsheds 

38 

305 

37 

Bakehouses 

93 

31 

54 

Houses  Let-in-Lodgings 

6 

— 

1 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

55 

— 

14 

Inspections. 

Butchers’  premises 

592 

187 

681 

Greengrocers’  premises 

123 

218 

194 

Fishmongers’  premises 

188 

123 

215 

Fish  Market 

2 

— 

— 

Schools 

18 

3 

25 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

39 

13 

20 

Picture  Houses 

18 

— 

— 

Lavatories 

96 

125 

67 

Other  Premises 

773 

1319 

627 

Inspections  of  Work  in  Progress 

596 

137 

478 

Food  and  Dru^s  Acts. 

Samples  of  Food,  etc.,  taken 

45 

45 

56 

Complaints  received 

4 

— 

3 

Food  destroyed 

Y  - 

15,557  lbs. 

Nuisances  and  Defects. 

Premises  requiring  repair  ... 

142 

151 

66 

Premises  requiring  cleansing  or  limcwashing 

51 

52 

44 

Defective  W.C.  fittings 

37 

30 

53 

Defective  yard  surfaces 

19 

27 

5 

Defective  eaves  and  downspouts 

116 

72 

47 

Defective  sinks 

21 

25 

21 

Defective  urinals  ... 

1 

— 

4 

Defective  manure  pits 

2 

23 

1 

Animals  improperly  kept  ... 

i 

37 

6 

Offensive  accumulations 

12 

48 

26 

Overcrowding 

2 

63 

— 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

39 

272 

68 

Informal  Notices  served 

142 

119 

89 

Informal  Notices  complied  with 

120 

88 

55 

Statutory  Notices  served 

8 

20 

28 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

2 

15 

39 
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CASES  ADMITTED  TO  ALDERNEY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  DURING  THE  YEAR  1926. 


CV2E2  VDWIllEb  10  VrDEBKE*  I80I  VL10H  HOZBllVr  DflBlHC  1HE  AEVB  1856 

1VBTE  H 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  duiing  the  Year  1926. 


.1  3J3  AT 

328'  mY  jrli  giiiiub  b»llUon  i*»a«a«ia  auotwslnl  lo  i»»3 


TABLE  J. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  or  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 


Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  ... 

(Other  than  Outworkers*  premises) 
Total 


Number  of 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written  Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

65 

6 

292 

9 

— 

9 

2 

— 

366 

17 

— • 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

l 

Number  of 

offences  in 
respect  to 
which  Pro¬ 
secutions 

were  insti¬ 
tuted 

(5) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 

H.M. 

Inspector 

(4) 

Nitisanr.es  under  the  Public  HealtJt  Acts  — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

36 

36 

Want  of  ventilation 

•••  •••  ••• 

— • 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

Overcrowding 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

• — • 

— ■ 

— - 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

•  .  . 

— 

— 

— • 

—  ' 

Other  nuisances 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

9 

9 

— ■ 

- -  ! 

insufficient 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation  ■ 

unsuitable  or  defective 

9 

9 

— . 

■ - * 

not  separate  for  sexes 

4 

4 

— ■ 

— 

OfJcHces  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.101) 

_ _ 

. 

,  ; 

Other  offences 

•••  •••  ••• 

— • 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and  offences 
under  the  Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and  Workshops  Trans¬ 
fer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921.) 

Total 

• • •  •••  ••• 

62 

62 

— 

-  | 

•Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under 

the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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PART  II. 


P ort  Sanitation. 
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FORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 

• 

The  Port  rf  Poole  includes,  in  addition  to  the  Harbour  proper 
and  Poole  Bay,  all  the  landward  area  of  waters  enclosed  by  a  line 
joining  St.  Alban’s  Head  in  the  West  with  Hengistbury  Head  in 
the  East. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  is  also  Port 
Medical  Officer,  and  is  assisted  by  Mr.  P.  W.  Wheeler,  Cert.R.S.I., 
M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
for  the  Port.  Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  Officers  of 
H.M.  Customs,  the  Harbour  Master  and  the  Medical  Officer’s 
Department. 

The  routine  observed  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  arriving  at  the 
Port  which  has  not  a  clear  bill  of  health  as  regards  infectious  disease 
is  as  follows.  The  vessel  is  piloted  to  the  “  Approved  Boarding 
Station”: — off  Stakes  Buoy — where  it  is  boarded  by  the  Port 
Medical  Officer,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Customs  Officer  before 
anyone  on  board  leaves  the  vessel.  The  Medical  Officer,  after 
making  his  inspection,  gives  his  instructions  in  accordance  with  the 
provision  described  below. 


CHOLERA,  PLAGUE,  YELLOW  FEVER,  Etc. 

No  vessels  have  arrived  direct  at  the  Port  during  the  year 
from  a  port  infected  with,  or  suspected  to  be  infected  with  Plague, 
Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  or  Small  Pox. 

Two  seamen  applied  for  treatment  under  the  International 
Agreement  regarding  Venereal  Diseases,  and  were  directed  to  the 
local  Treatment  Centre  at  Boscombe.  Suitable  notices  are,  under 
this  Agreement,  available  for  all  crews  arriving  at  the  Port,  being 
issued  to  the  Captain  at  first  call. 

Facilities  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  on 
board  ship  and  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  verminous 
persons  and  their  belongings  are  provided  at  Alderney  and  Baiter 
Isolation  Hospitals  of  the  Borough,  the  former  of  which  is  also  the 
Disinfecting  and  Disinfestation  Station.  The  steam  disinfector 
available  at  the  former  of  these  Hospitals  is  of  the  jacket  type, 
working  up  to  40  lbs.  pressure  per  square  inch,  manufactured  by 
Manlove,  Alliott  &  Co.,  Nottingham.  A  motor-ambulance,  kept 
at  Alderney  Hospital  and  in  communication  by  telephone,  is 
available  for  transport  purposes.  These  arrangements  are  sufficient 
for  ordinary  contingencies. 

There  are  no  local  facilities  for  communicating  direct  with 
incoming  vessels  by  wireless. 
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GENERAL. 

With  the  development  of  the  Training  Bank,  schemes  for  the 
deepening  of  the  main  channels,  the  provision  of  additional  wharfage 
accommodation,  and  the  opening  of  the  new  Bascule  Bridge  over 
the  entrance  to  Holes  Bay,  statistics  of  the  tonnage  of  incoming 
vessels  should  provide  a  useful  practical  indication  of  the  results 
achieved. 

The  following  figures  give  a  summary  of  recent  traffic  returns  : — 


Period. 

Total 

Incoming 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Average. 

Tonnage. 

1910-1913 

1621 

221551 

136 

1921 

576 

77460 

135 

1922 

1085 

160673 

148  ’ 

1923 

1087 

183697 

169 

1924 

1141 

190113 

167 

1925 

1112 

193782 

174 

1926 

1093 

182202 

167 

Having  in  view  tie  disturbed  condition  of  traffic  generally, 
owing  to  fuel  trouble  during  eight  months  of  the  year,  the  traffic 
figures  for  1926,  being  only  19  vessels  below  the  figures  for  1925, 
appear  to  give  promise  of  progress  in  the  use  of  the  harbour  as  a 
mercantile  base. 

The  public  quay  accommodation  consists  at  present  of  2,000 
feet  frontage  with  16  feet  of  water,  and  a  further  1,500  feet  frontage 
with  12  feet  of  water,  at  Low  Water  Ordinary  Tides.  There  are 
also  some  2,500  feet  of  private  wharves,  some  of  which  are  equipped 
with  the  most  up-to-date  transporting  machinery.  The  harbour 
benefits  from  the  proximity  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  that  the  four 
tides  caused  by  its  lie  enable  vessels  of  maximum  draught  to  enter 
or  leave  the  Port  during  16  hours  out  of  the  24. 

The  water  supply  available  for  the  Port  and  shipping  is  that 
of  the  Town  mains,  which  carry  a  chlorinated  water  of  high  bacterial 
purity  from  deep  wells  in  the  Corfe  Hills  in  the  vicinity. 

The  bulk  of  the  traffic  during  the  year  has  been  with  Russia, 
Norway,  Sweden,  Finland,  Belgium,  Germany,  Holland,  France, 
Spain,  Ireland,  and  the  Channel  Islands,  in  addition  to  English  and 
Scottish  Ports  generally. 

Imj)orts  were  chiefly  Timber,  Stone,  Manures,  Oil-cake,  As- 
plialte,  Potatoes,  Onions,  Potashes,  Cement,  Coal,  Coke  and  general 
cargoes  ;  and  exports  were  Stone,  Coal,  Potatoes,  Cement,  Oil  and 
Motor  Spirits,  and  general  cargoes. 
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Sanitary  defects  (see  Form  A.)  were  found  on  board  31  vessels. 
In  all  cases  the  defects  were  remedied  after  verbal  notice.  They 
consisted  of  dirty  forecastles  (25)  ;  dirty  W.C.’s  (5)  ;  uncovered 
water  tanks  (1). 

All  ships  visiting  the  Port  were  clear  of  rats  when  inspected, 
and  there  was  no  call  for  fumigation. 


OYSTER  FISHERIES. 

Oyster  fishing  has  been  a  staple  industry  of  the  District  from 
time  immemorial.  1  here  is  evidence  that  Poole  oysters  were  a 
relished  delicacy  even  to  the  epicurean  palate  of  the  Roman  visitors 
to  these  shores  nearly  two  thousand  years  ago. 

The  difficulty  which  had  been  met  in  recent  years  in  main¬ 
taining  a  supply  of  oysters  above  reproach  as  edible  shell-fish 
was  the  result  of  the  rapid  growth  of  popularity  of  the  district  and 
the  presence,  close  to  the  shores  of  the  Bay 'and  Harbour,  of  a 
population  of  some  200,000  inhabitants.  The  oyster  is  naturally 
a  pure  vegetarian  ;  it  has  considerable  defensive  powers  against 
contamination  from  external  sources,  and,  if  placed  in  favourable 
circumstances,  will  effectually  cleanse  itself  of  any  doubtful  taint. 
Hence  the  present  position  of  the  trade  in  Poole  oysters,  viz.,  that 
oysters  dredged  from  the  Harbour  generally  shall  be  relayed  at  an 
approved  area— the  re-laying  beds  at  Shipstal,  in  the  Arne  Reach 
of  the  Harbour — as  a  prior  condition  to  their  sale  in  open  market. 

Tests  periodically  carried  out  in  the  Borough  Public  Health 
Laboratories  on  samples  of  those  which  have  been  so  re-laid  for  a 
period  of  fourteen  days,  show  them  to  have  become  by  the  process, 
a  clean  marketable  oyster  capable  of  holding  its  own  with  the 
product  of  Whitstable  and  other  reputed  beds.  The  results  were 
confirmed  by  the  reports  of  the  Bacteriologist  of  the  Fishmongers’ 
Company. 

The  close  season  extends  from  15th  May  to  30th  September 
•each  year. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  under  review,  eleven  licences  to 
dredge  were  issued  by  the  competent  authority — the  Southern  Sea 
Fisheries  District  Committee — for  the  dredging  of  500,000  oysters. 
In  the  later  part,  sanction  for  the  dredging  and  re-laying  of  a  further 
100,000  was  given. 
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FORM  A. 


Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  Sanitary  District  during  the  Year  1926. 


1 

Number  Inspected 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
Defective 

Number 
of  Orders 

issued. 

Number 

Tonnage 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

Steamers 

224 

55411 

7 

72 

7 

7 

Motor  ...  ! 

58 

4474 

2 

\  41 

5 

5 

Foreign 

Sailing  ... 

62 

3928 

4 

J 

Fishing 

— 

— 

' 

Total  Foreign 

344 

63813 

13 

113 

12 

12 

Steamers 

487 

98570 

_ 

D 

236 

9 

9 

Coast- 

Motor  ... 

147 

10886 

— 

1 

wise 

Sailing 

1  115 

8933 

3 

>  87 

1 

10 

10 

Fishing  ... 

J 

J 

Total  Coastwise 

749 

118389 

8 

323 

19 

19 

Total  Foreign  and 

Coastwise 

1093 

182202 

'  21 

436 

31 

31 

PART  III. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


LIST  OF  COMMITTEE,  1926. 


The  Worshipful  the  Mayor  : 
Alderman  H.  S.  Carter,  J.P. 


Chairman  : 

Councillor  C.  Grey-Edwards. 


Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  Miss  C.  H.  J.  Paterson,  J.P. 


Members : 

Aldermen : 

L.  D.  Ballard,  J.P.  J.  A.  Hawkes,  J.P. 
Councillors  : 

A.  E.  Blackburn.  H.  J.  Chapman. 

J.  C.  W.  Julyan,  J.P.  R.  Crabb 

J.  G.  Rigler. 


Co-opted  Members  : 


Rev.  R.  Fawkes 
Mrs.  Tatham 


Mrs.  Fawkes 
Mrs.  Sansom 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

The  more  the  general  physical  condition  of  the  community  is 
studied,  the  more  we  try  to  probe  into  and  to  eradicate  the  causes 
which  act  as  a  drag  on  healthy  adolescence,  whether  in  the  home,  in 
the  school,  or  in  the  factory,  the  further  back  we  are  driven  in  our 
search  for  a  means  to  fight  these  root  causes,  until  we  are  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  will  not  do  to  wait  until  the  school  age  to 
commence  investigation  and  treatment.  The  beginnings  of  defec¬ 
tive  eyesight,  of  defective  teeth,  of  “  mouth  breathing,”  are  to  be 
sought  for  and  counteracted  in  the  infant. 

The  adenoid  face  ”  is  reflected  in  the  mother’s  bosom.  It  is 
not  sufficient  that  the  mother  should  breast-feed  her  baby.  It  is 
necessary  that  she  should  know  the  correct  way  to  do  it,  and  how 
she  can  keep  herself  fit  to  continue  the  process. 

This  is  education,  and  education  means  not  elementary  lectures 
on  Physiology,  but  “  bringing  out,”  as  the  word  implies,  what  is 
latent  in  every  expectant  mother,  the  capability  of  rearing  a  healthy 
child  on  lines  that  nature,  and  not  artifice,  indicates. 

But  if  the  expectant  mother  herself  is  physically  handicapped, 
should  she  be  allowed  to  run  unguided  into  a  danger  which  may 
cost  two  lives  ? 

And,  in  so  far  as  this  work  fails  to  reach  that  section  of  potential 
motherhood  which  is  either  too  poor,  too  timid  to  seek  advice, 
thoughtless,  improvident,  involuntarily  ignorant,  or  unconscious  of 
impending  difficulty,  so  far  will  it  fail  in  its  purpose. 


ORGANISATION. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Medical  Officer  for  Mater¬ 
nity  and  Child  Welfare.  Four  full-time  Health  Visitors  work  on  the 
district  allotted  to  each,  visiting  the  newly-born  and  children  up  to 
five  years  of  age,  giving  advice  to  mothers  and  expectant  mothers, 
referring  them,  when  necessary,  for  medical  advice  either  to  a 
Practitioner  or  to  a  Clinic. 

Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Poole  School 
Clinic  on  Mondays  at  4  p.m.  and  on  Thursdays  at  11  a.m.  ;  and  at 
the  Branksome  Council  Buildings  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  at  2  p.m., 
where  expectant  mothers,  nursing  mothers  and  their  children,  who 
for  one  reason  or  another  do  not  attend  either  a  family  doctor  or 
the  Voluntary  Association  Centres,  can  interview  the  Medical  Officer. 
The  Health  Visitors  assist. 

These  Clinics,  in  conjunction  with  the  home-visiting  by  Health 
Visitors,  form  a  focus  of  investigation  and  assistance  which  leads  in 
suitable  cases  to  : — 

(a)  reference  to  a  General  Practitioner,  the  out-patient  de¬ 
partment  of  a  Hospital,  a  Dispensary,  or  a  Voluntary 
Centre  ; 
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(b)  the  issue  of  milk  or  dried  milk — free  or  at  reduced  rate, 
either  for  mother  or  baby  ; 

(c)  admission  to  the  maternity  ward  of  Cornelia  Hospital  for 
some  ascertained  or  expected  complication  of  pregnancy, 
or  where  normal  confinement  cannot,  from  lack  of  suitable 
accommodation,  be  safely  carried  out  at  home  ; 

(d)  admission  to  the  infants’  ward  at  Cornelia  Hospital  in 
suitable  cases  of  debility,  wasting,  etc.  ; 

(e)  admission  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  suitable  cases  of 
Puerperal  Sepsis  or  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Acting  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Health  Tepartment,  the 
Borough  of  Poole  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Association,  formerly 
the  Poole  Mothers’  Association — an  old  established  body  of  volun¬ 
tary  workers — is  a  valuable  asset  in  the  advancement  of  health  in 
the  town.  It  is  subsidised  by  the  Borough  Council,  has  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  services  of  five  local  practitioners,  and  two  dental 
surgeons,  and  the  assistance  of  the  Borough  Health  Visitors,  who, 
with  a  salaried  Superintendent  (C.M.B.)  and  many  voluntary  helpers 
distribute  their  energies  over  five  Clinics  and  Schools  for  Mothers, 
in  the  Poole,  Longfleet,  Newtown,  Branksome  and  Heatherlands 
districts. 


RECOVERY  OF  COST  OF  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

Maternity  Cases  coming  under  the  Scheme  are  of  two  kinds, 
(1)  emergency,  and  (2)  anticipated. 

Bearing  in  mind  that  the  principle  involved  is  the  reduction  of 
maternal  and  infant  mortality,  emergency  cases  are  admitted  to 
Hospital  on  repr<  s  ntation  by  a  Medical  Practitioner  in  attendance 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  the  case  is  a  suitable  one,  and 
one  in  which  delay  would  endanger  the  life  of  mother  or  of  baby  or 
of  both. 

After  admission,  enquiries  are  made  in  all  these  cases  at  the 
home  (and  if  necessary  from  the  husband’s  employer)  by  a  Health 
Visitor,  as  to  nature  of  husband’s  employment,  total  income,  whether 
entitled  to  single  or  double  maternity  benefit,  number  in  family, 
number  of  rooms  in  house,  rent,  etc. 

It  is  found  in  some  cases  that  a  considerable  doctor’s  bill  has 
already  been  incurred,  before  the  decision  to  seek  admission  into 
hospital  is  made. 

With  the  qualification  that  poverty  is  not  to  be  a  bar  to  ad¬ 
mission,  it  is  obviously  difficult  to  lay  down  a  fixed  basis  which 
could  equably  be  applied  to  any  two  successive  cases.  W ith  a  known 
fixed  scale,  many  cases  would  be  deterred  from  undertaking  the 
expenditure,  preferring  to  take  the  risk  under  home  conditions. 

The  maternity  grant,  where  earned,  is  in  all  cases  taken  as  part 
payment. 


In  anticipated  cases,  i.e.,  those  which  by  visits  to  ante-natal 
clinic  have  been  found  to  offer  possibility  of  difficulty  or  danger,  or 
where  home  accommodation  is  inadequate  or  unsuitable,  the  above 
Health  Visiting  scheme  of  enquiries  is  applied,  and  a  signed  agree¬ 
ment  as  to  the  husband's  preparedness  to  pay  the  whole,  or  any  part 
adjudged  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  of  the  Hospital  expenses, 
is  obtained  before  admission  of  the  case. 

Experience,  however,  has  shown  that  cases  expected  to  be 
normal  have  ultimately  presented  some  complication  which  has 
necessitated  the  retention  of  the  case,  not  for  the  usual  fortnight, 
but  for  four  or  five  weeks. 

An  anxious  husband  may  have  been  quite  honestly  attempting 
to  save  up  for  the  expected  expenditure — having  tried  to  ascertain 
what  that  is  likely  to  be — and  having  signed  his  agreement  on  that 
basis  he  cannot  with  justice  be  bound  by  his  agreement  when  the 
bill  to  be  presented  to  him  is  perhaps  more  than  doubled. 

Hence  the  only  satisfactory  rule  is  that  every  case  should  be 
taken  on  its  merits. 

In  Child  Welfare  Cases  the  financial  condition  of  the  parents  is 
ascertained  to  be  such  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  the  child 
receiving  the  required  treatment  in  ordinary  course. 

There  remains,  however,  the  class  of  case  still  deserving  of 
treatment  on  the  principle  of  life  saving,  where  the  parents  either 
through  ignorance,  inexperience,  indifference  or  thriftlessness, 
would  defeat  the  principle  if  left  on  their  own  responsibility  for  the 
welfare  of  the  child. 

It  results  that  the  income  side  of  the  account  in  this  respect 
usually  remains  negligible. 


WORK  DONE  UNDER  THE  BOROUGH  SCHEME. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  four  Health  Visitors  have 
carried  out  the  following  work  during  the  year. 

(1)  Home  Visiting.  The  Health  Visitors,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  where  considered  necessary,  have  paid  295  visits  to  94  ex¬ 
pectant  mothers,  and  10,288  visits  to  infants  and  children  under 
school  age . 

(2)  Ante-natal,  Post-natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  The 
Medical  Officer  personally  attends  all  Clinics.  At  these,  advice,  and, 
where  advisable,  treatment,  have  been  given  to  182  expectant  or 
nursing  mothers,  who  made  831  visits  to  the  Clinics  ;  to  mothers  on 
behalf  of  their  children  in  446  individual  cases,  who  made  3,289 
clinic  visits. 

There  has  also  been  established  at  Cornelia  Hospital  in  co¬ 
operation,  on  Thursday  afternoons,  an  ante-natal  clinic,  at  which 
the  expectant  mothers  who  are  waiting  admission  to  the  Maternity 
Ward  under  the  Scheme  meet,  and  are  examined  by,  the  Obstetrician 
who  will  attend  them  during  their  stay  in  the  Ward. 
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In  the  ante-natal  care  of  mothers,  examination  of  urine  is  made 
every  three  weeks  in  the  last  three  months.  Ill  such  examinations 
were  made  in  all. 

(3)  Issues  of  Milk  and  Dried  Milk.  In  certain  cases  and 
under  close  supervision,  dried  milk  is  sold  at  cost  price  for  use  of 
infants  where  for  definite  reasons  the  mother’s  milk  is  not  available, 
or  where  seasonal  conditions  render  ordinary  cow’s  milk  undesirable. 
This  part  of  the  Scheme  is  self-supporting,  but  no  profit  accrues. 
40  mothers  benefited  by  this  arrangement. 

Cows'  milk  at  reduced  rates,  or  free  issues  of  cows’  milk,  are 
allowed — in  all  cases  to  the  amount  of  one  pint  per  individual  per 
day — where  the  household  income  does  not  exceed  a  sliding  scale 
approved  of  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  It  has  been  granted,  usually 
in  four-weekly  periods  and  renewable,  in  122  cases. 

In  31  cases  the  issues  commenced  with  those  expecting  to  be¬ 
come  mothers  within  three  months,  and  about  45  mothers  nursing 
their  infants  whose  breast  milk  showed  signs  of  insufficiency. 

In  47  cases  the  milk  was  continued  for  the  direct  benefit  of  the 
infant,  where  for  an  ascertained  reason  the  mother’s  milk  wras  not 
available  or  suitable. 

In  12  cases,  the  issue  was  carried  into  the  second  year,  where 
home  conditions  were  handicapping  the  child. 

(4)  Hospital  Services  for  Maternity  and  its  Complications . 
Accommodation  is  provided  at  Cornelia  General  Hospital  and  at  the 
Borough  Isolation  Hospital  (for  Puerperal  cases). 

In  1926,  41  cases  were  admitted  as  compared  with  58  in  1925, 
21  of  these  were  cases  of  emergency  or  anticipated  complication. 
There  were  three  deaths,  one  maternal  and  two  infant.  Particulars 
are  to  be  found  on  opposite  page. 

Under  this  part  of  the  Scheme,  {184  was  recovered  from  the 
patients  during  the  year,  an  average  of  {4  9s.  Od. 

(5)  Hospital  Treatment  tinder  Child  Welfare  Scheme.  Five 
infants  and  young  children  have  received  attention  as  in-patients 
at  Cornelia  Hospital.  Details  are  to  be  found  on  next  page. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

This  threatened  blindness  in  the  newly-born  child  from  a 
damaging  infection  of  the  eyes  was  found  in  three  infants.  All 
the  cases  were  slight. 

That  the  incidence  of  this  disease  is  being  well  held  in  check  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  since  1921  the  number  of  cases  annually  has 
been  21,  9,  5,  4,  4,  and  3  respectively. 


Treated. 

Result. 

At  Home. 

At  Hospital. 

Vision. 

Unimpaired. 

Vision. 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

3 

— 

3 

MIDWIVES. 

The  10  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough  are  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  County  Council,  to  whom  they  make  the  reports 
necessary  when  difficulties  occur  in  the  course  of  their  work. 

The  recent  stiffening-up  of  the  regulations  requiring  the  actual 
presence  of  a  qualified  medical  attendant  where  an  uncertified 
maternity  nurse  ”  only  has  been  engaged  for  the  birth  is  showing 
good  results. 

Of  the  total  of  861  births  during  the  year,  458  were  notified  by 
midwives. 


VOLUNTARY  WORK. 

The  Borough  of  Poole  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Association. 
The  workers  of  this  Association,  which  is  subsidised  by  the  Borough 
and  is  under  the  guidance  of  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Health 
Visitors,  continue  to  give  most  valuable  support  to  the  aims  of  the 
Municipal  scheme. 

Drs,  Hutton  and  Nicol,  and  Drs.  Laura  Horne,  Dorothy  I’cn- 
wick  and  G.  M.  Pratt,  have  held  during  the  year  148  medical  con¬ 
sultation  clinics,  at  which  3,907  attendances  were  made  by  449 
infants  and  young  children.  372  mothers  made  6,593  attendances 
at  the  five  Centres,  where  102  Health  Talks  were  given,  amongst  the 
other  activities  of  the  Association.  In  the  “  loddlers’”  Nurseries 
there  were  6,095  attendances.  The  Superintendent  paid  1,170 
visits  to  homes. 
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OTHER  ACTIVITIES. 

Dorset  Red  Cross  War  Memorial  Children  s  Hospital,  Swan  age. 

Through  the  agency  of  the  local  Honorary  Representative — 
Miss  Budge — six  “  toddlers  ”  and  12  children  of  school  age  were 
admitted  to  this  Hospital,  mostly  debilitated  conditions  following 
prolonged  illness. 

The  parents  contributed,  in  accordance  with  their  means, 
towards  the  cost  of  maintenance  to  the  extent  of  an  average  of 
2/6  weekly. 

Unmarried  Mothers.  A  Home  for  Rescue  and  Preventive  work, 
for  girls  awaiting  confinement,  and  for  unmarried  mothers  with 
their  infants,  with  4  beds  and  4  cots,  is  maintained  by  voluntary 
help  at  “  Oak  Tree  Lodge,”  Pottery  Road,  Parkstone. 

In  its  Rescue  and  Preventive  work,  92  cases  have  during 
1926  been  visited  and  helped  in  various  ways,  23  girls  and  3  babies 
belonging  to  Poole  eventually  passing  through  the  Home. 

In  six  cases,  maternity  arrangements  were  provided  for  by 
the  Home. 

Illegitimate  Infants.  "  Fairholm,”  Commercial  Road,  Park- 
stone,  is  a  Home  capable  of  accommodating  23  infants,  receiving 
an  annual  grant  from  Government  funds,  and  subject  to  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  total  number  admitted  during  1926  was  22,  of  whom  6  were 
children  whose  mothers  belong  to  the  Borough.  The  mothers  pay 
for  the  upkeep  of  the  baby,  while  at  work. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  total  loss  of  infant  life  amounted  in  1926  to  46.  This  is  a 
welcome  drop  from  the  60  in  1925,  and  better  than  the  previous 
best  of  51  in  the  particularly  healthy  year  1923.  The  resulting 
rate  is  53.7  deaths  out  of  each  1,000  births,  that  for  1925  being 
71.7,  and  for  1923 — the  previous  record  year — 60.0.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  70  deaths  per  1,000  births,  the  larger  towns 
showing  73  and  the  smaller  towns  67,  with  which  Poole's  figure  of 
53.7  shows  up  in  a  very  favourable  light,  and  demonstrates  a  con¬ 
tinued  and  marked  progress  in  preventing  the  wastage  of  infant 
life. 

Examination  of  Table  C.,  which  enumerates  t'no  causes  of  death 
in  infants  for  the  year,  as  certified  by  the  medical  attendant  in  each 
case,  shows  that  27  out  of  the  total  46  were  directly  or  indirectly 
due  to  some  ante-natal  cause  affecting  the  mother,  which  prevented 
the  children  from  entering  the  world  with  a  fair  chance  to  survive. 
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Twenty-six,  or  56.5  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  did  not  survive 
for  one  month,  and  are  described  as  neo-natal  deaths.  Each  year 
one  half  of  the  infants  who  die,  die  thus  in  the  first  month.  Twenty- 
four  of  these  26  died  from  ante-natal  causes. 

There  were  861  live  births,  of  which  36  were  illegitimate. 

There  were  also  44  stillbirths  not  included  in  the  above 
figures,  and  these  have  to  be  added  to  the  toll  of  infant  life  sacrificed 
to  abnormal  ante-natal  maternal  conditions.  So  that  altogether 
71  potential  lives  were  lost  on  this  account.  In  the  previous  two 
years  the  figure  was  71. 

It  would  be  futile  to  suggest  that  any  form  of  organised  Health 
activities  could  hope  to  wipe  out  this  wastage.  There  are  too 
many  factors  at  work,  human  nature  included.  But  what  we  can 
hope  for  is  that  the  development  of  accessible  Centres  for  ante-natal 
advice,  and  of  maternity  facilities  freed  from  the  anxieties  of 
awkward  home  conditions,  with  advisers  whose  personality  and 
experience  can  spread  mutual  and  general  confidence,  will  result 
that  the  girl  of  to-day,  w  ho  has  grown  to  girlhood  with  a  more  active 
appreciation  of  the  laws  of  Health  and  Hygiene,  may  in  her  mother¬ 
hood  be  spared  many  of  the  avoidable  mischances  of  the  past. 


DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  FROM  1—5  YEARS 

I  repeat  below'  a  comparative  Table  which  shows  from  year  to 
year  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  and  of  children 
under  school  age.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  reduction  in  loss  of 
infant  life,  as  indicated  by  the  gradual  fall  in  the  percentage  of 
infant  deaths  compared  with  the  total  deaths,  is  not,  as  some 
critics  would  assert,  merely  a  postponement  of  death  into  the 
second  year  of  life.  The  reduction  in  the  percentage  loss  of  "  todd¬ 
lers  ”  over  the  period  reviewed  is  greater  than  that  achieved  for 
infants,  which  goes  to  show'  that  to  whatever  causes  the  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  infant’s  chance  of  life  is  due,  these  are  sufficiently  sound 
to  gain  enhanced  effect  as  the  child  grows  older.  It  is  not  too  bold 
a  claim  to  assert  that  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work  is  one 
of  these  causes. 
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Year 

Popula¬ 
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Births 

1  >eath- 
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year 
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of 

Total 

Deaths 

Deatli 

1—5 

years 

Mean 

Deaths 

1  — 5 
by  four- 
yearly 
groups. 

Per 
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of 

Total 

Deaths 

Death 

over 

5 

Per 
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of 

Total 

Death 

Total 

Deaths 

1. 

2# 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 
191  S 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

32518 

33217 

33524 

34168 

39102 

40386 

41066 

41889 

42800 

42331 

42335 

43829 

41100 

43400 

43649 

43250 

43860 

45150 

46150 

49150 

895 

880 

933 

884 

936 

918 

910 

883 

812 

840 

690 

680 

769 

1024 

951 

865 

845 

814 

837 

861 

68 

87 

83 

73 

118 

81 

75 

68 

76 

64 

58 

55 

48 

77 

70 

69 

51 

54 

60 

46 

16.3 

19.4 

17.8 

16.8 
21.6 
17.7 
16.6 

14.1 
14.6 

12.0 

11.0 

9.4 

9.1 

16.4 

13.4 

11.1 

9.8 

10.3 

11.1 

8.3 

43 

40 

43 

45 

28 

23 

38 

38 

43 

40 

36 

21 

13 

9 

32 

18 

21 

20 

11 

42.75 
39.00 

34.75 

33.50 

31.75 

35.50 

39.75 
39.25 
35.00 

27.50 

19.75 

18.75 
18.00 
20.00 

22.75 

17.50 

,0 

8.2 

7.4 

6.9 

6.6 

7.1 

7.7 

7.2 

6.4 

5.2 

3.8 

3.5 

3.4 

3.9 

4.2 

3.2 

316 

318 

1  343 
318 

384 

348 

354 

375 

406 

428 

432 

491 

458 

381 

442 

522 

454 

450 

432 

496 

75.8 
71.0 

73.8 
73.3 

70.2 

76.1 

78.3 

77.9 

78.1 
80.0 

81.5 

84.4 
87.0 

80.9 

84.8 

84.1 

86.8 

85.7 

85.2 

89.7 

417 

448 

466 

434 

547 

457 

452 

481 

520 
535 

530 

582’ 

527 

471 

521 

623 

523 

525 

542 

553 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  Puerperal  Fever, 
chiidbirthm0thCrS  notificd  ^  havin§  died  from  complications  of 
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PART  IV. 


School  Medical  Service. 
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PREFACE. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

My  sixth  Annual  Report  on  the  School  Medical  Service  of 
the  Borough  submitted  to  you  herewith  presents  no  feature  of  out¬ 
standing  note. 

It  is  a  record  of  what  has  been  done,  so  far  as  the  School  Medical 
Service  is  able  to  assist,  to  obtain  the  very  satisfactory  result,  of  a  perfect 
attendance  at  school  throughout  the  year  of  90' 5  out  of  every  100 
EL  nit  ntary  School  children.  This  is  not  a  record,  but  approaches 
very  closely  to  the  91%  obtained  in  the  remarkably  healthy  year,  1923. 

The  School  Medical  Service  is  not  a  self-contained  unit.  It 
runs  in  Poole  closely  parallel  with  the  Child  Welfare  Service,  and 
the  working  organisation  is  the  same  both  in  personnel  and  in  methods. 
This  is  an  advantage  which  it  is  more  difficult  to  achieve  in  a  com¬ 
munity  of  much  greater  size  than  Poole.  '  But  its  importance  cannot 
be  over-estimated  if  a  serious  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  eradicate  the 
chief  defects  found  in  the  young  schoolchild  of  5  years  at  its  initial 
medical  overhaul.  Many  of  these  defects  have  been  allowed  to  develop 
from  infancy.  In  some  cases  they  are  due  to  a  lack  of  understanding 
on  the  part  of  the  parent,  to  whom  our  educational  endeavours  must 
be  freely  extended  in  Health  propaganda.  Intimate  co-ordination 
between  the  School  Medical  Service  and  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Schemes  oj  the  Borough  must  be  assiduously  maintained. 

I  have  to  thank  again  all  who  have  assisted  in  the  work,  whether 
in  Council,  in  the  Schools,  in  Clinics  or  in  Office. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.J.MAULE  HORNE, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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PRELIMINARY. 


There  are  in  the  Borough  sixteen  Elementary  Schools,  with 
a  total  of  35  Departments.  The  accommodation  is  for  6,623 
children,  and  there  are  some  6,275  names  on  the  registers  at  the  end 
of  the  year — an  increase  of  75.  The  above  figures  include  the 
Russell -Cotes  School,  although,  having  its  own  Medical  Officer, 
this  School  does  not  appear  in  the  figures  affecting  the  School 
Medical  Service  proper. 

The  fact  that  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  at  the  same  time 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  charge  of  the  Borough’s  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Scheme,  and  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Borough 
Isolation  Hospitals,  admits  of  a  unification  of  control,  a  continuity 
of  effort,  and  a  possibility  of  “  following-up,”  which  becomes 
more  difficult  of  achievement  in  a  community  of  larger  numbers. 

A  School  Medical  Service  is  firstly  preventive,  secondly  ad- 
visory,  and  thirdly  remedial.  In  its  preventive  aspect,  its  function 
is  to  keep  healthy  children  well,  and  to  safeguard  them  where  poss¬ 
ible  from  unhealthy  contact.  In  its  advisory  aspect,  its  function 
is  to  detect  incipient  or  unknown  ill-health  in  the  school  child,  and 
to  direct  it  to  its  proper  curative  guide,  the  family  doctor.  The 
remedial  aspect  takes  shape  in  two  forms — (a)  to  deal  with  such 
minor  ailments  as  do  not  in  themselves  demand  a  doctor’s  services, 
but  which,  if  left  uncontrolled,  may  ultimately  become  more 
serious,  to  the  detriment  of  educational  progress,  and  (b)  to  organise 
a  scheme  of  treatment  for  crippling  defects  of  a  more  specialised 
nature,  which,  though  requiring  expenditure  prohibitive  in  many 
individual  cases,  yet  when  so  organised  can  be  economically  brought 
within  the  reach  of  all  whose  health  would  benefit  by  its  application. 

As  being  special  in  nature,  the  defects  require  specialised 
treatment,  hence  the  co-operation  in  the  scheme  of  the  services  of 
the  local  specialists  in  each  sphere — the  Eye,  the  Nose  and  Throat, 
the  X-Ray,  and  the  Dental  Specialist. 

To  carry  the  service  into  effect  in  as  complete  a  manner  as 
possible,  the  work  is  sub-divided  into  : — 

(1)  Routine  and  Special  Inspections  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer,  the  School  Nurse,  and  clerical  assistance. 

(2)  Class-by-class  inspections  by  School  Nurses. 

(3)  Clinics  for  advice  and  treatment. 

(4)  Following  up. 

Medical  Inspections.  To  systematise  this  work,  all  children  at 
entrance  and  at  fixed  age  periods  in  their  curriculum  are  thoroughly 
examined.  Parents  are  in  all  cases  invited  to  be  present.  Children 
who  are  found  to  have  some  definite  defect  or  defects  are  scheduled 
as  “  specials  ”  for  re-examination  every  three  months,  unless  in 
the  meantime  the  defects  which  can  be  so  corrected  have  been 
attended  to  either  by  the  parents’-  arrangements  with  the  family 
doctor,  or  by  means  of  the  School  Clinic  system  in  operation. 


6 


These  medical  inspections  apply  at  present  to  Elementary 
Schools  only. 

Class-by-class  Inspections.  The  School  Nurses  visit  Schools 
periodically  for  the  purpose  of  making  rapid  surveys  of  general 
scope,  such  as  personal  cleanliness,  to  detect  undesirable,  contagious 
or  possibly  infectious  conditions,  and  to  act  generally  in  co-operation 
with  the  School  Staff  in  preserving  the  general  health  tone  of  the 
Schools. 

Clinics.  Facilities  for  advice  and  treatment  are  provided  as 
follows  : — 

(a)  Minor  Ailment  Clinics. 

(i)  Poole  Council  Buildings.  Each  School  day  at  9  a.m. 

(ii)  Branksome  Council  Buildings.  Each  School  day  at 

9  a.m. 


Every  child  sent  to  the  Clinic  by  General  Practitioner,  by  School 
Head,  by  School  Attendance  Officer,  or  by  Parent,  is  seen  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  who  determines  whether  each  is  a  suitable 
case  for  clinic  treatment,  and  if  so,  arranges  for  treatment  accord¬ 
ingly.  If  the  defect  is  of  a  special  nature,  calling  for  the  services  of 
a  specialist,  the  child  in  course  receives  attention  at  one  of  the 
following  operative  Clinics  : — 

( b )  Dental  Clinic.  Poole  Council  Buildings  :  Mondays, 

Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  2  p.m. 

(c)  Eye  Clinic.  Cornelia  Hospital:  each  Tuesday 

and  Friday  morning  at  10.45  a.m. 


(d)  Nose  and  Throat  Cornelia  Hospital :  each  Thursday 
Clinic.  morning  at  11  a.m.  ;  with  in-patient 

accommodation  for  such  cases  as  are 
considered  suitable  for  retention  in 
Hospital. 


(e)  X-Ray  Clinic  for  Cornelia  Hospital :  each  Monday 
Treatment  of  afternoon  at  4.30  p.m. 

Ringworm. 

For  the  abnormal  child — the  dull  and  backward,  the  deaf, 
the  blind  or  partially  blind,  the  cripple  and  the  mentally  defective — 
the  aim  is  to  arrange  in  suitable  cases  for  admission  to  a  special 
class.  School  or  Institution,  where  the  child’s  disability  may  present 
the  minimum  of  disadvantage  to  himself  and  those  around  him,  and 
offer  the  best  chance  of  progress. 

Following-up.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  and  necessary 
parts  of  the  work. 

At  the  periodical  medical  inspection  in  school,  certain  children, 
whom  for  a  special  reason  it  is  desirable  to  see  again,  are  distin¬ 
guished  as  “  specials.”  These  re-appear  at  the  next  three-monthly 
inspection.  The  reason  may  be  that  the  mother  has  expressed  her 
desire  to  have  the  teeth,  eyes,  throat  or  other  defect  which  has 
been  pointed  out  to  her  attended  to  under  her  own  arrangements, 
or  the  defect  seen  may  give  indication  of  being  of  a  temporary 
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nature.  Or  again,  the  condition  may  be  one  that  a  few  visits  and 
advice  from  the  School  Nurse  can  rectify. 

Unaccountable  absences  from  School  are  followed  up  by  the 
School  Attendance  Officers.  Many  of  these  absentees  are  sub¬ 
sequently  referred  to  the  Clinics. 

EMERGENCY  DRESSING  OUTFIT  FOR  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  instructions  issued  to  Heads  of  Elementary 
Schools  explain  the  operation  of  this  outfit,  which  has  been  in¬ 
troduced  during  the  year  : — 

BOROUGH  OF  POOLE. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

Emergency  Dressing  Outfit. 

1.  This  box  when  issued  contains  the  following  : — 

1  kidney  basin  1  package  24in.  bandages. 

1  pr.  Forceps.  1  roll  Boric  Lint. 

1  pr.  blunt-pointed  Scissors.  1  bottle  Tincture  of  Iodine. 

1  package  safety  pins.  1  bottle  Boric  Acid  crystals. 

1  package  liin.  bandages.  1  Iodine  brush. 

2.  Applications  for  fresh  supplies  of  expendable  contents 
should  be  made  to  the  School  Medical  Officer,  Public 
Health  Department,  Market  Street,  by  written 
requisition  signed  by  the  Head  of  School  or  Department. 

3.  School  Staffs  will  please  note  that  this  outfit  is  not  designed 
to  be  an  alternative  to  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  attendance 
and  treatment,  and  is  not  to  be  used  as  such. 

It  is  provided  solely  to  allow  of  Immediate  First 
attention  only  being  given  where  considered  necessary, 
until  such  time  as  the  condition  can  be  seen  by  the  family 
Medical  Attendant  or  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

R.  J.  Maule  Horne, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer. 

GENERAL  REVIEW  OF  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  EXAMINATION* 

During  the  year  596  Entrants,  490  children  of  the  age  of  8 
(Intermediates),  and  586  children  of  the  age  of  12  (Leavers)  were 
examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officer — a  total  of  1,672,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1,660  in  1925. 

In  addition,  3,413  special  School  and  Clinic  inspections  were 
made,  with  8,139  subsequent  re-inspections — a  total  of  11,552. 

Apart  from  this,  the  School  Nurses  paid  345  “  Rapid  Inspec¬ 
tion  ”  visits  to  Schools,  covering  in  these  inspection  29,716  children, 
and  passing  on  to  the  Clinics  for  necessary  advice  or  treatment 
373  of  the  children  seen. 
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380  visits  were  made  to  the  homes  of  School  children  in  con 
nection  with  the  occurrence  of  infectious  diseases. 

In  the  work  of  “  following-up,”  visits  to  the  home  were  made 


as  follows  : — 

For  Uncleanliness  . .  . .  134 

Diseases  of  Skin  ..  ..  116 

Diseases  of  Eye  . .  . .  23 

Diseases  of  Ear  . .  . .  18 

Diseases  of  Nose  and  Throat  97 

Dental  Defects  . .  . .  22 

Throat  and  Chest  . .  125 

Alimentary  System  . .  10 

Injuries  . .  . .  35 

Common  Infectious  Diseases  10 

Various  . .  . .  42 


Clothing  and  Footwear.  Of  1,672  children  examined,  9  were 
found  definitely  unsatisfactory  in  this  respect. 

Nutrition.  37  of  the  1,672  could  be  described  as  below  par  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  render  the  wrav  easy  for  permanent  or  chronic 
ill-health. 

The  proportion  has  remained  constant  for  some  years. 

Uncleanliness.  83  of  the  1,672  children  were  found  to  have 
nits  of  the  head  louse  in  their  hair.  This  is  an  unfortunate  increase 
from  the  48  of  1925.  In  3  cases  the  head-louse  itself  was  present. 
133  had  prominent  marks  of  the  bites  of  fleas.  In  some  cases  both 
conditions  were  present.  This  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  as  the  young  generation  grows  up  education  in  personal 
cleanliness  will  remove  this  stigma. 

Teeth.  The  figures  given  below  are  the  results  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer’s  inspection,  not  of  the  Dental  Specialists,  and  are 
given  to  show  the  general  trend  of  the  results. 


Percentage  with 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

All  teeth  sound 

44  5 

421 

38  8 

40  4 

442 

1 — 3  defective 

35  3 

38  8 

39  0 

427 

35  1 

4  or  more  defective 

... 

20  2 

191 

22'2 

16  9 

207 

The  round  20  per  cent,  at  the  bottom  of  the  scale  are  to  a  great 
extent  “  irreconcilables,”  who  are  likely  to  remain  in  spite  of 
advice  and  teaching. 

Apart  from  these  irreconcilable  objectors,  inspection  shows  that 
even  by  the  age  of  five  years  the  temporary  teeth  have  been  the 
victims  of  injudicious  training  and  diet  to  such  an  extent  as  seriously 
to  interfere  with  successful  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Dentists  to  pre¬ 
serve  them. 
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Education  of  the  parent  in  the  sphere  of  child  welfare  has  not 
up  to  the  present  penetrated  sufficiently  with  regard  to  suitable  diet 
for  and  care  of  the  milk  teeth. 

The  following  figures  for  the  year  show  both  the  high  ratio  of 
decay  in  the  young  children  and  the  desirable  results  of  the  Dental 
Scheme  in  the  older  scholars. 


Entrants 

Intermediates 

Leavers 

Total 

Examined 

596 

490 

586 

1672 

Teeth  sound 

270 

128 

341 

739 

1 — 3  decayed 

145 

221 

220 

586 

4  or  more  decayed  ... 

181 

141 

25 

347 

Skin.  In  1925  no  Ringworm,  Scabies  or  Impetigo  was  found, 
and  only  4  minor  skin  defects.  In  1926  the  figures  are  1  case  of 
Ringworm  of  the  Body,  5  cases  of  Impetigo,  and  19  minor  defects. 

Eyes.  172  of  the  1,672  children  examined  had  defective 
vision,  while  8  had  squint.  These  figures  are  a  slight  increase  on  the 
previous  year,  although  the  proportion  has  been  going  down  in 
recent  years.  13  children  had  Blepharitis  at  the  date  of  examination. 

Ears.  Four  of  the  children  examined  had  some  degree  of 
deafness,  but  not  to  a  degree  to  hamper  their  progress  in  an  ordinary 
school. 

A  history  of  intermittent  Otorrhoea  was  found  in  16. 

Nose  and  Throat.  345  of  the  1,672  children  showed  unhealthy 
Tonsils,  and  in  21  cases  definite  Adenoid  grow  ths  also  existed. 

It  is  a  noticeable  feature  that,  where  the  derangement  of  the 
tonsils  was  not  due  to  a  temporary  cold  or  sore  throat,  the  more 
aggravated  and  chronic  enlargement  in  most  cases  coincided  with  a 
mouthful  of  bad  teeth. 

Enlarged  Glands  in  the  Neck.  122  children  out  of  1,672  were 
found  on  examination  to  have  glands  wrhich  were  then  or  had  lately 
been  reacting  to  some  unhealthy  condition  of  scalp,  ears,  throat  or 

teeth. 

Defective  Speech.  7  cases  of  stammering,  of  mild  degree,  were 

found. 

Heart  and  Circulation.  2  children  suffered  from  Organic  Heart 
Disease,  while  a  further  11  showed  a  functional  derangement. 

5  had  a  noticeable  degree  of  anaemia. 

Lungs.  18  of  the  1672  children  were  subject  to  recurrent 
Bronchitis.  43  could  be  described  as  “  pretubercular  ”  and 
suitable  for  an  Open-Air  School. 

Nervous  System.  One  case  of  mild  Epilepsy  was  found. 


10 


Deformities.  Among  the  1,672  children,  7  suffered  from  a  slight 
form  of  Rickets,  and  3  from  Spinal  Curvature. 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases.  8  of  the  children  were  ascertained 
to  be  “  dull  and  backward.”  33  had  some  degree  of  enlargement  of 
the  thyroid  gland,  one  was  found  to  have  Diphtheria  and  one  to 
have  Mumps,  when  under  examination. 

Vaccination.  Efficient  vaccination  is  taken  as  being  achieved 
where  there  remain  three  or  more  marks.  In  1926  : — 

of  596  children  under  8  examined,  14  per  cent,  were  found 
efficiently  vaccinated,  79  per  cent,  entirely  unvaccin¬ 
ated  ; 

of  490  children  of  8,  14' 5  per  cent,  were  found  efficiently 
vaccinated,  76  per  cent,  entirely  unvaccinated  ; 
of  586  children  of  12,  14  per  cent,  were  found  efficiently 
vaccinated,  82' 5  per  cent,  entirely  unvaccinated. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  Town  Council  adopted 
the  following  recommendation  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
submitted  in  August  last,  viz  : — 

“  That  having  in  view  the  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1925,  this  Committee  views  with  con¬ 
cern  the  present  conditions  as  to  vaccination  against 
smallpox  in  the  Borough,  and  requests  the  Council  to  urge 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  obtain  power  to  render  such 
vaccination  more  general.” 

Attendance  of  Parents.  The  parents  of  all  children  are  re¬ 
quested  to  attend  at  the  inspections,  so  that  in  cases  of  abnormal 
conditions  an  accurate  history  of  the  defect  can  be  ascertained,  and 
suitable  advice  given. 

Interest  taken  bv  the  parents  in  this  work  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  health  of  childhood  increases,  especially  at  the  first  exam¬ 
ination,  although  the  current  year  shows  a  set-back,  probably  due 
to  a  certain  extent  to  industrial  conditions. 


Percentage  of  Attendance  of  Parent  or  Guardian. 


1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

Entrants 

56.0 

58.6 

67.5 

63.3 

60.6 

Intermediates 

30.0 

42.6 

36.0 

44.0 

36.5 

Leavers 

19.0 

21.7 

20.0 

25.3 

18.8 

MINOR  TREATMENT  AND  OPERATIVE  CLINICS. 

Uncleanliness  in  Head,  in  the  form  of  nits  or  vermin,  was  dealt 
with  in  115  children.  In  many  the  condition  showed  great  neglect. 
66  of  these  children  had  to  be  excluded  from  School,  with  subsequent 
loss  of  grant. 

Two  Sacker  combs  are  kept  in  the  Clinics,  and  were  lent  out  to 
suitable  cases. 
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Skin  Conditions.  Ringworm  oj  the  Hair  was  detected  in  21 
cases,  the  same  number  as  1925.  All  proved  amenable  to  Clinic 
treatment,  without  need  for  application  of  X-Rays. 

Ringworm  of  the  Body  was  found  in  32  cases,  there  being  34, 
32,  44  and  54  cases  respectively  in  previous  years. 

Scabies  or  Itch  is  diminishing,  appearing  in  18  children,  compar¬ 
ed  with  13,  22,  40  and  66. 

Impetigo  and  Septic  Bruises  and  Sores  numbered  608  cases. 
The  zeal  of  the  School  staffs  in  making  use  of  the  Clinic  while  the  con¬ 
dition  is  still  trivial  is  much  appreciated  by  the  Department,  and  is 
to  be  encouraged. 

Nose  and  Throat.  147  children  with  unhealthy  tonsils  and 
adenoid  growths  were  dealt  with  through  the  School  Clinic.  These 
include  cases  referred  from  the  School  Medical  Inspections. 

84  of  these  received  operative  treatment  at  Cornelia  Hospital 
under  the  Borough  Scheme,  compared  with  49  in  1925. 

Defective  Teeth.  239  children  voluntarily  attended  the  Minor 
Ailments  Clinic  for  dental  treatment,  on  account  of  their  teeth. 
This  is  continued  testimony  to  the  popularity  of  the  Clinic  for  a 
usually  distasteful  proceeding. 

The  Dental  Surgeons  inspected  at  the  Schools  5210  children,  of 
whom  3340  were  ascertained  to  require  treatment.  Altogether  1677 
actually  attended  and  received  treatment,  50' 2  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

There  is  not  included  in  these  figures  a  proportion  of  children 
whose  parents,  on  the  information  and  advice  gained  by  the  in¬ 
spections,  obtained  dental  treatment  otherwise  than  through  the 
School  Dental  Clinic. 

Analysis  of  the  ages  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dental  Officers, 
and  the  proportion  requiring  treatment,  is  given  below’. 


Ages 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total 

Inspected 

501 

625 

528 

487 

463 

727 

634 

621 

555 

69 

5210 

Referred  for 
treatment 

308 

427 

390 

375 

323 

443 

358 

343 

328 

45 

3340 

Percentage 

requiring 

treatment 

61.5 

68.3 

75.7 

77.0 

70.0 

61.0 

56.5 

55.2 

59.1 

65.2 

_  - 

Percentage 
in  1925 

58.4 

70.8 

75.0 

75.0 

70.0 

58.6 

58.1 

57.6 

57.3 

68.0 

— 

Visual  Defects.  The  number  of  children  referred  for  the  first 
time  to  the  Refraction  Clinic  at  Cornelia  Hospital  was  207.  Of 
these,  158  actually  attended. 

A  further  236  children  who  had  in  previous  years  been  provided 
with  glasses  were  notified  to  attend  for  a  re-test,  and  176  actually 
attended  for  re-examination  of  their  sight. 

Of  the  above,  spectacles  were  prescribed  for  245,  of  whom  159 
took  advantage  of  the  Borough  Scheme  to  obtain  glasses  or  new 
glasses — a  proportion  of  65%.  Several  other  children  are  known 
to  have  had  glasses  provided  from  other  sources. 

After  provision  of  spectacles,  parents  are  advised  to  bring  the 
child  to  the  School  Clinic,  so  that  the  fit  and  suitability  of  the 

glasses  may  be  confirmed. 

Chest  Conditions.  21  cases  of  "  Pre -Tubercular  ”  type  were 
taken  under  supervision.  For  these  and  for  another  116  already 
classed  as  suitable,  the  provision  of  an  Open-Air  School  would  mean 
a  better  chance  of  improvement,  both  in  health  and  in  education. 

37  subjects  of  Bronchitis  were  also  dealt  wnth. 

Abnormal  Children.  Table  III  gives  particulars  of  all  excep¬ 
tional  children  of  School  age.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  a 
Scheme  is  now  receiving  your  attention,  which  will  include,  so  far 
as  is  found  possible  under  local  conditions,  consideration  of  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  orthopaedic  treatment  for  suitable  crippling  conditions. 
Special  Classes  for  the  merely  dull  and  backward — victims  mostly  of 
constitutional  defects — and  for  the  higher  grades  of  feeble-minded 
Jiildren,  and  an  Open-Air  School  for  the  physically  hampered  child. 

Irregular  Attendances.  Under  the  School  Attendance  Byelaws, 
114  appearances  were  made  before  the  magistrates  to  account  for 
delinquency.  Fines  were  inflicted  in  53  cases.  Some  unsatis¬ 
factory  cases  are  included  more  than  once  in  these  figures. 

Part-Time  Employment.  65  certificates  under  the  Employmen 
of  Children  Act,  1903,  and  the  Education  Act,  1918,  have  been 
issued  to  children  over  12  years. 

Treatment  Charges.  The  scheme  of  charges  for  Clinic  treatment 
ased  on  a  scale  of  income  and  approved  by  the  Board  of  Education 
^as  now  been  in  operation  for  three  years. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  chief  branch  of  Clinic  work  to 
suffer  from  the  imposition  of  a  charge  has  been  that  for  the  care  of 
teeth.  The  mere  mention  of  a  charge  has  been  in  some  cases 
sufficient  to  cause  the  rest  of  the  conditions  to  be  left  unread,  and 
the  Clinic  notice  to  be  neglected,  although  further  reading  might 
have  show'll  that  a  contribution  was  not  expected. 
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The  scale  approved  was  as  follows  : — 

Conditions  as  to  Free  Treatment  and  Payments.  Treatment  at 
the  Clinics  is  provided  FREE  for  families  where  the  weekly  income 
from  all  sources  is  below  the  following  figures  : — 


For  families  where  the  total  weeklv  income  is  above  these 
amounts,  the  following  CHARGES  per  child  are  made,  PAYABLE 
IN  ADVANCE. 

1.  Minor  Ailments.  Free  for  first  fortnight.  Thereafter  1  /- 
for  three  months’  treatment. 

2.  Provision  of  Spectacles.  Half  cost  of  spectacles. 

3.  Dental  Treatment.  Sixpence  per  attendance,  or  1/- for  two 
or  more  necessary  attendances. 

4.  Tonsils  and  Adenoid  Treatment.  Tonsils  alone,  5/-.  Com¬ 
bined  treatment,  7/6. 

5.  X-Ray  Treatment  of  Ringworm.  5/-. 

The  amount  received  in  reduction  of  the  gross  cost  of  the  Schoo1 
Medical  Service  during  the  years  1924,  1925  and  1926  has  been  : _ 

1924  1925  1926 


l 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Minor  Ailments 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dental  Treatment 

8 

12 

0 

13 

3 

0 

13 

0 

0 

Provision  of  Spectacles 

19 

9 

6 

17 

14 

6 

18 

1 

6 

Nose  and  Throat  Treatment  ... 

5 

2 

6 

2 

10 

0 

3 

10 

0 

X-Ray  Treatment  of  Ringworm 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

£33  10  0  £33  12  6 


£34  1 1  6 


LIST  07  TABLES. 

1.  Number  of  Children  Inspected. 
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table  IV. 

Return  of  Delects  Treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1926. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 

GROUP  I.  MINOR  AILMENTS  excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Group  V.) 


Disease  or  Defect. 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects  treated,  or 
under  treatment  during  the  year. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin  : — 

Ringworm-Scalp 

21 

...  - 

21 

Ringworm- Body 

32 

. - . 

32 

Scabies 

18 

. - . 

18 

Impetigo  ... 

48 

- - 

48 

Other  skin  disease 

204 

. - . 

204 

Minor  Eye  Defects  : — 

115 

- - - 

115 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  cases  falling  in 

Group  II.) 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

68 

■ — • 

68 

Miscellaneous 

1727 

■ — 

1727 

[e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 

j 

Totsl  ...  .*• 

2233 

2233 

GROUP  II.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects  treated  as 

Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) 


No.  of  Defects 

dealt  with. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

(2) 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by  pri¬ 
vate  practitioner  or 
at  hospital 
apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(3) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(5) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint) 

320 

— . 

— 

320 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in  Group  1.) 

14 

14 

Totcil  •••  •••  ••• 

334 

— - 

— • 

334 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed 

(а)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ... 

(б)  Otherwise 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  : 

(а)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

(б)  Otherwise 
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GROUP  III.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Received  Operative  Treatment. 

— - - -  f 

Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic 
or  Hospital 

By  Private  Prac¬ 
titioner  or  Hos¬ 
pital,  apart  from 
the  Authority’s 

Total. 

Received  other 
forms 

of  Treatment. 

Total  number 
treated. 

Scheme 

t  -  ’  (1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

84 

— 

84 

147 

231 

GROUP  IV.— DENTAL  DEFECTS. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were 
(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist : 


Aged  : 

5— 501 

6— 625 

7— 528 

8— 487 

Routine  Age  ^  9 — 463  . 

Groups  j  10—727  | 

11— 634 

12— 621 
13—555 

[  14—  69 


Total— 5210 


Specials- 


Nil 


(2)  Hours  devoted  to  : — • 


Inspection  -  114  4 
Treatment  -  302  j  ° 


(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

—  1677 


(4)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


j-  Total  455 


(5)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  405 
Temporary  Teeth  1898 


|  Total— 2303 


Grand  Total  5210 


(6)  Found  to  require  treatment  3340 

(r)  Actually  treated 

{(i)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as  the  j-1677 
result  of  periodical  examination  j 


(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extractions — N20  •  293 

(7)  Other  operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


Total — 3 


GROUP  V.— UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurses  ...  23 

Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  School  Nurses  ...  29716 

Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  ...  ...  •••  113 

Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  3 
Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  I3yelaws 
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TABLE  V 


J 


Record  of  Work  at  Poole  and  Branksome  Minor  Ailment  Treatment  Centres. 


Defect  or  Disease. 

Poole 

Branksome. 

Tot a  i . 

No.  of 
Children 

No.  of 
Consul¬ 
tations. 

No.  of 
Children 

No.  of 
Consul¬ 
tations. 

No.  of 
Children 

No.  of 
Consul¬ 
tations. 

Malnutrition 

2 

4 

1 

5 

3 

Uncleanliness — Head 

59 

303 

56 

324 

115 

627 

Body 

4 

17 

3 

3 

7 

20 

Ringworm  : — Head 

15 

119 

6 

78 

21 

197 

Body 

•  .  . 

22 

105 

10 

34 

32 

139 

Scabies 

6 

16 

12 

60 

18 

76 

Skin 

Impetigo 

18 

202 

30 

163 

48 

365 

Septic  Sores 

319 

3312 

241 

2328 

560 

5640 

Injuries 

187 

1195 

195 

1172 

382 

2367 

-  Other  Skin  Diseases  (non-Tubercular) 

103 

665 

101 

283 

204 

948 

Blepharitis 

•  •  • 

31 

170 

39 

176 

70 

346 

Con  j  unctivitis 

u 

59 

19 

69 

33 

128 

Keratitis 

1 

13 

— 

— 

1 

13 

Eyes. 

Corneal  Ulcer 

o 

O 

8 

— 

_ 

3 

8 

Defective  Vision  ... 

•  •  • 

58 

89 

40 

49 

98 

138 

Squint 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

.Other  Eye  Conditions 

** 

O 

20 

s 

11 

s 

31 

f  Cerumen 

.  ,  . 

— 

— 

15 

35 

15 

35 

Ear.  i  OtiLis  Media 

27 

87 

12 

36 

39 

123 

L  Other  Ear  Diseases 

7 

47 

7 

30 

14 

77 

r  Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

•  •  • 

24 

30 

44 

173 

68 

203 

Nos  3 

!  Adenoids 

,  ,  , 

3 

-? 

e 

5 

10 

8 

17 

and  ^  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

•  •  • 

41 

54 

30 

35 

71 

89 

Throat 

Sore  Throat 

•  •  • 

92 

294 

122 

310 

214 

604 

L  Swabs  taken  in  Clinics 

— 

122 

— 

116 

— 

238 

Adenitis 

•  •  • 

42 

189 

38 

111 

80 

300 

Defective  Teeth 

152 

166 

87 

106 

239 

272 

Defective  Speech  ... 

— 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

Heart  and 

Heart  Disease — Organic 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Circulation  < 

J  Functional 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

[  Anaemia 

3 

6 

3 

4 

6 

10 

.  Lungs 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

7 

24 

30 

68 

37 

92 

Pretuberculosis 

4 

40 

17 

111 

21 

151 

Tuberculosis  — Lungs 

•  .  • 

— 

* — ■ 

— 

— 

—  1 

Glands 

— 

— • 

— 

— - 

-  j 

Tuberculosis-! 

Spine 

... 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

—  i 

Hip 

— — 

— 

- . 

— 

* - 

—  j 

Other  bones  and  joints 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

• — 

Skin 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

- - 

—  ' 

Other  forms 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Nervous 

-Epilepsy 

2 

7 

2 

2 

4 

9 

System 

Chorea 

... 

4 

19 

4 

17 

8 

36 

Other  Disease 

• - - 

— 1 

— 

- - 

— 

■ — - 

'Rickets 

- — ■ 

• — - 

— 

— - 

— 

-  ! 

Deformities  -< 

Spinal  Curvature  ... 

— - 

• — • 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

(.Other  forms 

.  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Common  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

•  •  • 

212 

543 

147  | 

| 

328 

359 

871 

Mentally  Defective  Children 

•  .  . 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Enlarged  Thyroid  Gland 

•  .  . 

6 

16 

14 

66 

20 

82 

Advice  and  various 

... 

241 

890 

230 

1353 

471 

2243 

Total 

... 

1718 

8723 

1570 

7555 

3288 

16278 
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TABLE  VI 


Statistics  of  Attendance,  etc. 


School. 

Accom¬ 

modation 

Average 

Attend¬ 

ance 

No.  on 
Register 
at  end 
of  year 

Hamworthy 

Mixed  Department 

401 

277 

308 

St.  James 

Girls’ 

9  9 

243 

223 

256 

1  9 

Infants' 

99 

120 

123 

143 

St.  Mary’s  R.C. 

Mixed 

9  9 

101 

92 

104 

St.  Paul’s 

Infants’ 

9  9 

190 

121 

143 

National 

Boys’ 

9  9 

283 

210 

232 

South  Road 

Boys’ 

9  9 

290 

247 

282 

,, 

Girls’ 

9  9 

290 

263 

302 

Lagland  Street 

Infants’ 

9  9 

249 

210 

269 

Longfleet 

Boys’ 

9  9 

240 

190 

196 

»» 

Girls' 

9  9 

153 

139 

146 

9  » 

Infants’ 

1  9 

170 

182 

193 

Oakdale 

Mixed 

9  9 

230 

219 

256 

St.  Peter’s 

Boys' 

9  9 

213 

133 

143 

1) 

Girls’ 

9  9 

149 

134 

142 

>» 

Infants' 

9  9 

140 

135 

147 

Branksome  Heath 

Boys’ 

9  9 

230 

216 

228 

)»  II 

Girls’ 

9  9 

258 

217 

245 

9  9  >9 

Infants’ 

9  9 

190 

202 

222 

Courthill 

Mixed 

9  9 

400 

346 

374 

II 

Infants’ 

9  9 

250 

176 

193 

Martin  Road 

Mixed 

9  9 

320 

269 

290 

Heatherlands 

Boys’ 

9  9 

312 

266 

290 

99 

Girls’ 

9  9 

300 

266 

292 

9  I 

Infants’ 

9  9 

300 

262 

280 

St.  Aldhelm’s 

Boys’ 

9  9 

232 

192 

205 

1  9 

Girls’ 

9  9 

201 

165 

173 

9  9 

Infants’ 

9  9 

218 

146 

160 

Russell-Cotes  Nautical  Boys' 

9  9 

70 

61 

61 
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